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SOCCER HOTLINES 


Goran Dumped, Vlahos Takes Over 


Goran Lozanovski has become the lat- 
est VPL coach to be shown the door after 
Hume City FC terminated his services 
shortly after the club’s Anzac Cup defeat 
to South Melbourne last weekend. 

Andy Vlahos has been announced as 
the replacement head coach with Leigh 
Tsoumerkas staying on as assistant coach. 

After eight rounds of the VPL, Lozanovs- 
ki is the third coaching change this season, 
following closely from the resignations of 
Ivan Jolic at Whittlesea Zebras and Zoran 
Trajevski at Preston Lions. 

The ambitious club from Melbourne’s 
outer northern suburbs have decided to re- 
cruit from within its ranks and granted Vla- 
hos his first foray into the cut throat world 
of the VPL coaching world. 

The former Australian youth international 
and Melbourne Victory player who also had 
stints in Europe with Panathiniakos (Greece) 
and Cercle Brugge (Belgium), will take up 
the role as player-coach and hopes to recov- 
er from a hamstring injury that has kept him 
on the sidelines for the past five weeks. 

Asked how he thinks he will cope with the 
dual role, Vlahos said, “It’s up to me to get 
some results for the club. I’m probably a bit 
raw, but I’m looking forward to whatever 
lies ahead and any challenge that comes my 
way. We’re not setting any targets and will 
take it one game at a time. Ultimately, we 
need to get into the top six. I’ll be looking 
to change a few things tactically and make 
a few variations, but my main priority is to 
get the best out of the players.” 

Whilst the Zebras and the Lions cur- 
rently occupy the two relegation spots in 
the league and are both nine points adrift 
safety, the Hume situation has taken many 
in the VPL by surprise with the team sitting 
mid-table and on the outskirts of a top six 
finals position. 

Hume City FC team manager Hakan Do- 
gan, told Goal! Weekly “It’s unfortunate 
because in some respects Goran had done 


Andy Vlahos will take up a 
player-coach role at Hume City FC 


a brilliant job. But we’re two games away 
front the halfway mark and the expectations 
at the club from day one, is to play finals 
and be in that top half of the table.” 

“Three wins in eight games wasn’t a good 
result and deemed unacceptable by the club. 
Last year we were in a similar situation, but 
there were two more teams in the league 
which meant four more games, and com- 
ing to a critical period of the competition 
the club didn’t want to let it go like we did 
last year.” 

“Last year we were patient and persis- 
tent and we let it go longer than what we 
should have, and we didn’t want to fall into 
the same situation.” 

“There’s a good bunch of boys there and 
sometimes making a change can alter the 
situation. All of a sudden, like a jigsaw 
puzzle, all the pieces start to fall into place 


and we might start getting some results.” 
“Look, to be fair, Goran has been unlucky 
too. He’s had some good players out and he 
probably hasn’t been able to put the same 
team on the park for two weeks in a row. 
We’ve had Ross (Thompson) out, Andy 
(Vlahos) out, Jonathon (Munoz) out, Tansel 
(Baser) out — it wasn’t easy, but this is a cut 
throat business which is results driven. “ 

A disappointed Goran Lozanovski was un- 
derstandably taken aback by the decision, 
“As far I was concerned it was gut-wrench- 
ing. Obviously I’m disappointed because | 
thought we could turn things around over 
the next couple of weeks. But as it panned 
out it was never meant to be. “ 

Asked if he thought it was a justified deci- 
sion, the 2007 VPL championship winning 
coach who made 9 appearances for the Soc- 
ceroos replied, “It was a hard pill to swal- 
low for the first few days, but if you look 
at the bigger picture of football, I suppose 
it does happen. Sometimes clubs go longer 
and let things drag and other times clubs 
make decisions on instinct. For me, I'll 
just reassess what I want to do as a coach. I 
certainly don’t want to depart the coaching 
game and I know I’ve got a lot more to of- 
fer. I suppose the biggest thing at Premier 
level is that some people want instant re- 
sults and aren’t patient enough. Sometimes 
it can take a while to gel a team and some 
people obviously don’t see it that way. They 
believe by making a change it will bring in- 
stant results. I suppose time will tell.” “At 
the end of the day things happen for a rea- 
son. If I’m not meant to be there, then I’m 
not meant to be there. I thank the club and 
the people working at the club who gave me 
the opportunity to do what I had to do. The 
people at Hume City FC working behind 
the scenes were very supportive.” 


By Gordon Bennett 
Photo by John Punshon 


ZEBRAS BACK ON HOME TURF 


The fortunes of Whittlesea Zebras took 
a positive turn last week with Whittle- 
sea City Council’s decision last Tuesday 
night to re-instate the club as tenants of 
Epping Soccer Stadium. 

The Supreme Court of Victoria recently 
overturned FFV’s decision to no longer 
recognize the club as a merged entity, a 
technicality which resulted in Whittlesea 
City Council stripping the Zebras of the 
right to play at their usual home ground. 
Without anywhere to play or train, the club 
was forced to take legal action. 

In late March, the court found in favour 
of the Zebras, the written judgement stat- 
ing that FFV’s decision making process 
in relation to the merger’s validity was 
“unfair”. This left the Council with little 
choice but to reverse their earlier deci- 
sion on the club’s tenancy of the stadium, 
which is arguably the best such facility in 
the state. 

Despite the good news, the fallout from 
their legal battle with FFV continues to 


affect the club. Council’s decision on 
Tuesday relates only to the Zebras’ use of 
the main stadium for their VPL matches, 
with issues relating to the club’s access of 
the facility’s outer and junior pitches still 
to be resolved. This has forced the club to 
make the decision to not field any junior or 
womens teams this season. 

According to Council documents viewed 
by Goal! Weekly regarding Tuesday’s deci- 
sion, FFV “urged” Whittlesea City Council 
to re-instate the Zebras’ VPL team as ten- 
ants of Epping Stadium. 

When the Zebras take on Altona Magic 
tonight it will be their first game at Epping 
since Round 4, with the drawn-out nature 
of their legal problems seeing the club 
forced to play two recent ‘home’ games at 
their opponent’s ground. 

However, with new coach Ange Posteco- 
glou at the helm of the side and chalk- 
ing up their first point of the season last 
week - a draw against Knights at Mansion 
Stadium - things are starting to look up for 


the Zebras. 

Club president Chris Dzanovski was 
pleased with the Council’s decision, but 
acknowledged that there were still chal- 
lenges ahead. 

“There are still a number of hurdles to be 
overcome, but we’ll get there.” he said. 
“We’re back at Epping, where we belong, 
like I said we would be.” 

“We’ve been vindicated.” 


WHITTLESEA 
| 


By Chris Aloi 
Photos by Daniel Flis 
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VPL STANDINGS 


Dandenong Thunder 
South Melbourne 
Heidelberg Utd 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Richmond 

Altona Magic 
Sunshine Georgies 
Oakleigh Cannons 
Hume City 
Melbourne Knights 
Whittlesea Zebras 
Preston Lions 


) 
9 
9 
8 
9 
8 
8 
9 
9 
9 
9 
8 
9 


DEATH Roundk0 


ANDREW FISHER‘S Kil 


Richmond Eagles v 


SS OF 


: : Green Gully v r 

: Hume City Fes Oakleigh Cannons es, 

3 Kevin Bartlett Reserve Green Gully Reserve Sass 
Fri 8 May KO 8:30PM Sat 9 May KO 4:00PM 


Richmond host Hume City on Friday night, 
‘with new Hume player/coach Andy Vlahos 
facing a tough task to get the maximum 
points. Hume have been hot and cold all 
season, they have the ability to beat the 
‘best teams when they are hot, but unfor- 
‘tunately are to inconsistent. Richmond at 
home should be to strong. HOME WIN 


Green Gully will be looking to inflict fur- 
ther pain on the Cannons when they clash 
on Saturday afternoon. Matches between 
these two sides have always resulted in 
very tight games usually decided by the 
odd goal. Expect another tight clash here, 
either team can sneak, I reckon this has a 
draw written all over it. DRAW 


‘Last 5 Meetings: Hume 0-2 Rich (2008), 
Rich 3-0 Hume (2008), Hume 2-0 Rich 
(2005), Rich 1-0 Hume (2005), Hume 0-2 
Rich (2004) 


Last 5 Meetings: Oak 0-0 Gully (2008), 
Gully 2-1 Oak (2008), Gully 0-1 Oak 
(2007), Oak 2-2 Gully (2007), Oak 1-1 
Gully (2006). 


Melbourne Knights v Preston Lions v 


COWWWRRHR HOS 


Dandenong Thunder @ 
Mansion Stadium 


Sun 10 May KO3:00PM 


‘A large crowd is expected at Mansion 
stadium, as the hot and cold Knights host 
the white hot Thunder on Sunday after- 
noon. The Knights have already caused big 
upsets this season by winning games they 
were not expected to, and will be looking 
to add Dandenong to their list. Dandenong 
have a commanding position on top of the 
!adder, and only complacency will see them 
drop. AWAY WIN 


Last 5 Meetings: DNP 


ry é 


I can’t see where Preston is going to pick 
up enough points to avoid relegation. 
Heidelberg will start heavy favourites and 
should win by a big margin. Unfortunately 
for the Lions and their supporters their 
50th year anniversary looks like ending in 
complete disaster. AWAY WIN 


Heidelberg Utd 
BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 10 May KO 3:00PM 


Last 5 Meetings: Heid 0-3 Prest* (2008), 
Prest 2-2 Heid (2008), Prest 1-0 Heid 
(2007), Heid 1-0 Prest (2006), Prest 0-0 
Heid (2006). 


(9 Os | | 
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Bau VPL 9)RESU iS 


Dandenong Thunder 4. 
: :(V Korcarevski J Di lorio 
3) 


: Preston Lions 0 


: Green Gully 2 
' (K lvesic SP Burton) 


: ‘Hume City 1 
. (RJ Thompson) 


: ‘Sunshine Georgies 2 
. (G Papadopoulos J Sa- 
. :pazovski) 


: Melbourne Knights 1 
: i(JD Fitzgerald) 


=— — = = RJ = AA GW =| A) = DO 


‘South Melbourne 0 


Sunshine Georgies v 
Whittlesea Zebras 
Chaplin Reserve 
Sun 10 May KO 3:00PM 


Oakleigh Cannons 0 


_ ® 


Very important match here for Sunshine 

and Whittlesea, the Zebra’s have the op- 
portunity to close the gap on Sunshine : 
who sit just above the relegation zone. The : 
Zebra’s can’t afford to let the current gap 

get any larger if they are to avoid the drop 
this season. HOME WIN 


Whittlesea Zebras 0* 
:Altona Magic 0 
: Playing tonight * 


‘Heidelberg United 0* 
. . “Richmond Eagles 0 
Last 5 Meetings: Whitt 1-0 Sun (2007), 


Whitt 1-0 Sun (2006), Sun 3-1 Whitt : : Playing tonight * 
(2006), Whitt 3-1 Sun (2005), Sun 2-1 i 
Whitt (2005). PG | | 


BS _______ 
Sac eoerrea | 


: : Thanks to our friends at Errea the Top Scorer: 


: : of this season’s VPL will receive a $500 gift: 
be a close encounter. Altona have found : = voucher. Thanks to our friends at Errea the: 


it difficult to find the form that won them : ! Top Scorer of this season’s VPL will receive a: 
the championship last season, where South : : $500 gift voucher. 

Melbourne are currently in the kind of form : : 
that has their fans dreaming of another 
piece of silverware. HOME WIN 


South Melbourne v 
Altona Magic 
Bob Jane Stadium 
Sun 10 May KO4:00PM 


South Melbourne and Altona Magic meet 
in the late Sunday game, in what should 


Goran Zoric,South Melb 6 
Osagie Ederaro, Heidelberg Utd 6 
Zoran Petrevski, Hume City 5 


2 VPL UNDER 21 DETAIL Swill 


: Dandenong Thunder 1 Preston Lions 2, Green Gully Cavaliers — 
: 2Hume City 3, Sunshine Georgies 2 Melbourne Knights 2, 


Last 5 Meetings: South 1-0 Alt (2008), Alt 1-0 
South (2008), Alt 1-0 South (2007), South 1-3 
Alt (2007), South 1-0 Alt (2006 Grand Final) 


Every Wednesday C31 8pm 


p4 Monday 4th May 2009 


: South Melbourne 1 Oakleigh Cannons 3 


PWOL F A PT 

ae) BESiy BET, Sunshine Georgies 9 5 2 2221017 
Heidelberg Utd 9 5 2 2141017 

Green Gully Cavaliers 10 5 2 3131117 

For those who like a flutter on the South Melbourne 951314 916 
, Melb Knight 10 5 14121316 

English betting sites, this week’s Whilitiseas vekras. 8 41317 913 
outside bet is Melb Knights to upset ean oases ae Peo , 
Thunder. This week’s safe bet: ae City ua ; : iH . | 
Heidelberg to thump Preston. Preston Lions 40 3.071220 9 | 
. Altona Magic 8224711 8 : 
Remember bet responsibly. Dandenong Thunder 91179224. 
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JUMPING FOR JOEY! 
Di Iorio Hat Trick Secures Points For Thunder 


PRESTON 
LIONS 


Dandenong Thunder continues its impres- 
sive unbeaten run in the 2009 Victorian 
Premier League season as they disposed 
of the Preston Lions 4-0 in the Round 9 
clash at George Andrews Reserve. 

Preston although severely undermanned 

ith Blaze Georgioski who is injured, keep- 
er Damir Salcin and Michael Miskas both 
out due to suspensions, the Lions for the 

rst half hour managed to match the much 

ore fancied opponents as neither side had 
any clear chance on goal. 

In the 32nd minute Joseph Di Iorio ran 
onto a perfect ball received from the middle 
as Preston stand in keeper Aleksandar Sto- 
janovski left his line and did not manage to 
stop Di Iorio who slotted the ball in an open 
goal to give the Thunder the lead. 

On the stroke of half time Thunder’s Veton 
Korcarevski sunk the hearts of the Lions 


faithful as he slotted the ball in the open 
goal to extend the lead 2-0. 

Dandenong continued to press their au- 
thority on the match as in the 57th minute Di 
Iorio scored his second who took advantage 
of Stojanovski’s inexperience as he turned 
the keeper wide of the box and easily slotted 
in the third goal of the game. 

Lions Jason Dolevski, brother of Preston’s 
forward Robert Dolevski made his first 
senior debut for the club and could have 
scored a goal just five minutes later with his 
first touch, however his header was denied 
by the cross bar. 

Thunder topped off their performance in 
the 65th minute as Di Iorio completed his 
hat trick and gave Dandenong the three 
points. 

Next week the Preston Lions meet its rivals 
Heidelberg United in Round 10 of the Vic- 


torian Premier League on Sunday 10 May 
2009 3pm at BT Connor Reserve, while the 
Thunder will travel to Mansion Stadium as 
they meet the Melbourne Knights on Satur- 
day 10 May 2009 at 3pm. 


DANDENONG THUNDER: S. Webster 
(GK), J. Hingert, S. Bailey, L. Osman, H. 
Armenian (71’ M. Alsakran), J. Thomas, 
R. Davidson, M. Stergiopoulos (80’ O. 
Icli), V. Korcarevski (80’ C.Quirk), S. Rex- 
hepi, J. Di Iorio 

Subs not used: Y. Dimassi, B. Vahid 
Goals: 32’ 57’ 65’ J. Di Iorio, 45’ Ve Kor- 
carevski 

Cautions: J. Hingert, M. Stergiopoulos, J. 
Di Iorio 

Red Cards: None 


PRESTON LIONS FC: A. Stojanovski 


(GK), C. Toleski, M. Bosevski (QC), I. Fili- 
povic, L. Koceski, R. Dolevski, I. Arsovski 
(84 K. Coceski), B. Micovski, I. Kolevski, 
R. Najdovski,, M. Ladnjak (63’ J. Dolevs- 
ki) 

Subs not used: A. Kitanovski (GK), D. Jo- 
vanovski 

Goals: None 

Cautions: M. Bosevski, L. Koceski, I. Ars- 
ovski, J. Dolevski 

Red Cards: None 


Crowd: 900 (unofficial) at George Andrews 
Reserve 


By Pece Siljanovski 
Photos by John Punshon 


Joet Di lorio (Thunder) sets up his first goal as he takes the ball around Aleksandar Stojanovski 
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GULLY TRUMPS IN A BRUISER 
Cards Dished Galore In Vlahos Debut 


After a heart-stopping 100 minutes 
of play at Green Gully Reserve, the 
Cavaliers have hung on for a much 
needed three points. Referee Damir 
Basic was a busy man on the day, 
distributing 7 yellow cards and 2 red 
cards, aswell playing 6 minutes of in- 
jury time in the first half, and another 
5 minutes of injury time in the second 
half. 

The match started in the balance, with both 
teams showing a desire to get forward and 
go for the win. After 30 odd minutes, Kristi- 
jan Ivesic and Jeffrey Fleming both failed to 
hear Damir Basic blow his whistle for a free- 
kick to Hume City captain Tansel Baser who 
fell to the ground over the ball. As Kristijan 
and Jeffrey both attempted to get the ball off 
Tansel, a mallee erupted with Serdar Pir con- 
fronting Jeffrey Fleming. Damir Basic made 
a decision to send both players off. 

With both teams down to ten players each, 
the match opened up even more, and before 
long, Joel Nikolic got on the end of Matthew 
Sanders hard work down the left wing and 
fired a shot into the Hume City crossbar. It 
was then Kristijan Ivesic who pounced onto 
the rebound and half-volleyed Gully into the 
lead. 

In the second half, with nothing to lose, 
Hume City did attack the Cavaliers and were 
dangerous on the set pieces, from freekicks 
they had plenty of. On the hour, a Hume City 
freekick was disallowed for offside as two 
Hume players managed to deflect the ball on 
its way into goal, the final deflection directly 
in front of Gully keeper Steven Tilovski in 
the offside position. 

Moments later Joel Nikolic backheeled a 
through ball for Matthew Sanders to go one 
on one with Hume City goalkeeper Lupce 
Acevski, but Acevski got down well to his 
right hand side to keep his team in the game. 
Virtually on the counter, Hume City equal- 
ised as Gully failed to clear a high ball into 
the Cavaliers penalty area, and as Steven 
Tilovski raced back to his line, Ross Thomp- 
son squeezed a shot in at the near post from 
just outside the Gully penalty area. 

In couraging signs, the Cavaliers rallied 
to find the winner 10 minutes from time. A 
sloppy handball clearance attempt as Steven 
Burton crossed into the Hume City area was 
awarded a penalty kick on advise from the 
assistant referee and Steven Burton made no 


mistake from the spot kick. Pablo Cardozo 
could well have made it 3-1, but was curi- 
ously ruled offside when Aziz Behich passed 
a square ball across the penalty area. Cardo- 
zo buried his shot into the Hume City goal, 
but this time the assistant referee did not rule 
in favour of the home team. 

In a mad final five minutes of play, Hume 
City goalkeeper Lupce Acevski was actu- 
ally playing up forward and nearly scored 
from an overhead kick attempt. As the ball 
ricocheted into a scramble in front of Gully’s 
goal, the Cavaliers defense put their bodies 
on the line and held on for the three points to 
jump back up into the top five, as other teams 
play tommorow. Gully will need to keep up 
the intensity next Saturday when Oakleigh 
Cannons visit Green Gully Reserve. Speak- 
ing after the match, Andy Vargas admitted 
that Coach David Winton and the Green 
Gully players had “deep and meaningful 
talks in regards to attitude and intensity.” 

In the Under 21’s, Gully hung on for a 
3-2 win against Hume City. Having lead 3-0, 
Gully had goalkeeper Prash Chand to thank 
for a world class save to secure the three 
points. The win gives Gully’s Under 21’s an 
equal lead with Heidelberg at the top of the 
Under 21’s standings. 


Green Gully: 

#23 Steven Tilovski, #2 Kristijan Ivesic, #3 
Steven Burton, #4 Dean Fak, #6 Kole Deley, 
#7 Jeffrey Fleming, #12 Matthew Sanders, 
#16 Mile Medjedovic, #17 Andy Vargas, 
#18 Joel Nikolic, #19 Diogo Ferreira 
Subs:#00 Patric Ndongo, #5 Cameron 
Drake, #8 Aziz Behich, #10 John Adam, 
#11 Pablo Cardozo 


Hume City: 

#30 Lupce Acevski, #16 Tansel Baser, 
#3 Jason Davison, #4 Brendan Beni, #7 
Isyan Erdogan, #12 Ross Thompson, #13 
Jonathan Munoz, #6 Serdar Pir, #17 Caner 
Ucarli, #19 Zoran Petrevski, #8 Fonzi Opa- 
ZO 

Subs:#8 Ahmet Gurpiner, #20 Nick Har- 
rhy, #10 Toni Sterjovski, #14 Dragi Naste- 
vski, #1 Adam Hrihoresin 


By Markian Jaworsky 
Photos by Daniel Flis 
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INDOOR SOCCER 
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SATURDAY MORNING 


Temper, temper! Things get out of hand at Green Gully reserve 
between Green Gully and Hume City. 


COURTS AVAILABLE 
SCHOOL : YOUTH : 
CORPORATE GROUPS 
IDEAL FOR END OF 


SOCCER CLINICS 
SKILLZ (6-12) 
TINY TOTS (3-5) 


13 BURTON COURT, BAYSWATER PHONE 9729 1999 Email: bayswaterindoorsoccer@hotmail.com SEASON BREAK-UPS 
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LAKESIDE STALEMATE 


Cannons Frustrate Blues At Bob Jane 


A stubborn and disciplined defensive 
performance by Oakleigh has seen the 
Cannons leave Bob Jane Stadium with a 
point after an entertaining 0-0 draw. 

In front of a healthy home crowd, South Mel- 
bourne came out of the blocks in storming fash- 
ion, almost scoring in the 2nd minute. With the 
keeper stranded following on from some poor 
marking, Steven O’Dor hit a shot at the target, 
only to be thwarted by the acrobatic Adrian Ca- 
galj. From the rebound and with Cagalj on the 
ground, the resulting shot was hit in identical 
fashion, with Cagalj somehow saving his club 
once again. 

South continued to dominate the match from 
that point and continued to test Cagalj from long 
range, with both Vaughan Coveny and Rama 
Tavsancioglu being thwarted twice by the expe- 
rienced custodian. 

Despite South having the bulk of possession, 
South was unable to muster many more mean- 
ingful chances for the remainder of the half. 
Most of the chances came via free-kicks award- 
ed just outside the area, most of which either 
flew wide of Cagalj or that were saved by the 
veteran goalkeeper. The closest free-kick op- 
portunity, happened just before the break when 
a swinging and dipping free-kick by Fernando 
was plucked from the top corner brilliantly by 
Cagalj. 

The second half continued in exactly the same 
manner as the first, with South continuing to 
pile on the pressure, whilst also dominating the 
possession. 

With star players Ricky Diaco and Bill Da- 
mianos out for the away side, coach John Anas- 
tasiadis was content with sitting players behind 
the ball and attempting to hit South Melbourne 
on the counter attack via the quick Jerry Karpeh 
and vertan Juan Nilo. 

Karpeh had his only meaningful chance of the 
game in the 53rd minute, when the former Flo- 
reat Athena (WA) player got past the South de- 
fence and hit a wild shot from long range. With 
the keeper in a good position, the ball swung 
well wide and out for a goal-kick. 

In response, South continued to pile on the 
pressure, bombarding the Cannons 18 yard box 
at every possible opportunity. 

In the 64th minute the home side thought 
they had the opening goal when Gianni De Nit- 


OAKLEIGH 


CANNONS 


tis unlocked the defence to play an exquisite 
through ball into the path of Coveny. With Ca- 
galj to beat, Coveny hit the close range shot 
way over the bar to the disappointment of the 
home crowd. 

Coveny came close again in both the 68th and 
72nd minutes when he headed two firm chanc- 
es into the arms of the prying Cagalj, who was 
in exceptional form. 

With time ticking away, yet another ball by De 
NIttis unlocked the Oakleigh defence, bounc- 
ing into the path of the Fernando in the box. In 
an awkward position and with a defender on 
his tail, Fernando hit a volley just over the bar. 

With 7 shots on goal in the final 10 minutes, 
South were unable to unlock the Cannons de- 
fence, with the only threatening shot to hit the 
target by Fernando being curled around the 
corner acrobatically by Cagalj. 

As the whistle blew, Oakleigh were content 
to take the point from Lakeside that would see 
them jump Hume City into 7th position, whilst 
South will move into outright second position 
on 17 points, knowing that they could fall to 
third place after the Richmond vs. Heidelberg 
game on Monday night. 

Next week Oakleigh will play Green Gully 
at Green Gully Reserve on Saturday in what 
is looming to be a crucial Round 10 contest, 
whilst South will host Altona Magic at Bob 
Jane Stadium on Sunday. 


SMFC: Tommi Tomich, Shane Nunes, Rhodri 
Payne, Steve O’Dor, Vaughan Coveny, Joseph 
Youssef, Rama Tavsancioglu, Fernando De 
Moraes, Stiven Mrkela, Goran Zoric, Sebas- 
tian Petrovic 


Oakleigh Cannons: Adrian Cagalj, Felix Ros- 
man, Stelios Drakos, Trent Waterson, Juan 
Nilo, Jerry Karpeh, Stephen Hatzikostas, 
Ramsey Nasser, Aris Drakos, Scott Webster, 
Bonel Obradovic 


Man of the match: 
Adrian Cagalj (Oakleigh) 


Crowd — 3000 @ Bob Jane Stadium 
By George Kouroumalis 
Photos by Peter Kakalias 
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Serie A 
2009 
meres Now in Store 


199 Swan St ition Wc 12, Ta O08 6 


OFFICIAL - LICENSED - EXCLUWS/VE 
ARGUABLY VICTORIA’S #1 FOOTBALL STORE!! 


Now in Store fe Tay 4 


South Melbourne’s Vaughen Coveny tries to direct his header towards the goal. 
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HOW TO ORDER ~~ 
To find out t. Nike Teatit WearDéaler call 


from Nike Australia direct to pub® 
must go through a registered Nike Stockist. ™ 
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GEORGIES ON THE CLIMB 
Sapa Grabs Winner For 


4 


The Sunshine Georgies recorded 
their second successive win after 
beating near neighbour the Mel- 
bourne Knights 2-1 at Chaplin Re- 
serve. 

In what was a hard fought and at times a 
bitter local derby the result went way of the 
Georgies after John Sapazovski scored the 
winning goal after 58 minutes. Sapazovski’s 
free kick from the left flank floated over the 
Knight’s keeper and into the back of the net. 
The Georgies took the lead in this match af- 
ter 21 minutes through George Papadopou- 
los, when he snuck in behind the Knight’s 


defence to slot home the opening goal. It was 
a shock to the visitors who up to that stage 
had the best goal two scoring chances. As 
early as the 7th minute Mate Dugandzic got 
onto a long clearance, rounded Nich Schwall 
only to see his shot deflected for a commer by 
Martin John. Within 3 minutes Greg Draper 
had an even better chance from another long 
defensive clearance that took him one on one 
with Martin John. Draper had all the time in 
the world, but his low shot was once again 
saved by John’s outstretched leg. Sunshine 
should have increased their lead following 
a John Sapazovski corner that saw Wayne 
Wallace rise high but his header went over 


KNIGHT 


the cross-bar. The Knights got back on level 
terms after 39 minutes following a free kick 
taken by Frank Lagana. Big John Fitzgerald 
was first to the ball and glanced his header 
past Martin John to make it 1-1. The visi- 
tors should have taken a half time lead in 
added time when Dimitri Hatzimouratis 
flashed his hard driven shot narrowly over 
the bar. The Knights pressured early in the 
second half and caused the Georgie defence 
problems with their long throw-ins. Tiny 
George Papadopoulos was upended repeat- 
edly throughout the match and when Craig 
Elvin fouled him after 58 minutes, Papado- 
poulos must have felt justice was done as it 
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Full Range of Sports Apparel 
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resulted in the winning goal. The game de- 
generated into a biter affair for the remain- 
der of the match with many tackles going 
unpunished by referee Bruno D’Aniello. 
There was an almighty blow up late in the 
game when Sunshine’s Joe Clancy appeared 
to have been thrown to the ground in the 
Knight’s technical area. This caused uproar 
amongst the Georgie fans and players who 
vented their anger at Knight’s coach Chris 
Taylor. Their ire increased a few moments 
later when Sunshine’s Peter Koutsoupias 
was targeted in the same area that almost 
erupted into chaos. Sanity prevailed with 
the Georgies defending their one goal lead 
to earn three vital points in their quest for 
survival. In the under 21 the Georgies and 
the Knights fought out a thrilling 2-2 draw. 
This coming Sunday the Georgies are at 
home to the Whittlesea Zebras, while Mel- 
bourne Knights take on league leader Dan- 
denong Thunder at Mansion Stadium. 


By John Duggan 


Photos by Daniel Flis 


Georgies mob John Sapazovski. 
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Monday night’s game between Whit- 
tlesea Zebras and Altona Magic at 
Epping Stadium sees the home side 
facing what is possibly a season defin- 
ing game. 

It is safe to say that 2009 has been a 
near disastrous year for Whittlesea with 
off field events taking centre stage and 
causing much anxiety around the club. 
This had lead to all sorts of unrest around 
the club, one of which saw the club part 
ways with their coach Ivan Joli. 

Recently however the club have turned 
to a seasoned coach in Ange Posteco- 
glou; the championship winning coach 
with South Melbourne in the old NSL 
and former Australian youth coach. 

Ange’s impact was instant with the Ze- 
bras travelling to Mansion Stadium and 
coming away with a respectable draw 
to break their duck for the season and 
for the first time lifting themselves from 
bottom spot to eleventh. The one sav- 


Zebra Brandon Vassallo 


WORLD OF SOCC 


VPL Round 10 - Monday Night Football t 


ZEBRAS SENSE THE MAGIC 
Tonight at Epping Stadium KO 8.15PM 


V 


ing grace in the games they did lose was 
that they were never seriously thumped, 
so their goal difference isn’t good at mi- 
nus twelve goals, but Preston who also 
sit on one point have a minus 29 goal 
difference - and such a gap is highly 
valuable should both teams still be in 
the dogfight come the business end of 
the season. 

This being said they find themselves 
three games behind a gaggle of teams 
on 10 points and this will be a signifi- 
cant mountain to climb if they are to 
avoid the drop. This said there is some 
reasonable quality in their squad and I 
am sure Ange will get a lot more out of 
this squad then has been the case early 
on. 

So to their opponents Altona Magic, 
who sit in sixth spot just out of the top 
five on goal difference and still very 
much in the mix for the finals. They 
come off a respectable if not flashy 


Magic’s Carl Recchia 
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win against the Cannons last Saturday 
at Paisley Park and they have a squad 
which is littered with potential match 
winners and players who can tur a 
game at an instant. 

In Michael Curcija they have one of 
the finest strikers to have ever graced a 
pitch in Victorian football. He has an un- 
canny knack as he proved last week of 
being out of the game for large chunks 
then delivering when it counts. Curcija 
was anonymous the first half but when 
he had a chance right at the end of the 
half to take his chance, Cagalj was left 
in the Cannons goal was a spectator and 
the rest is history. 

So what will the Zebras have to do in 
order to get something out of this game, 
well simply scrap, claw and fight like 
their football lives depended on it. They 
must play disciplined football and track 
the many threats which Altona have. 
They must also have an attitude to go 
for goal and to chase the game and be 


ALTONA 


The Premiership 


brave and bold enough to think they can 
win. Will they win well in my opinion 
they won’t and I expect Altona to pick 
up all three points. 


Whittlesea Stallions recent form 
LLLLD (1 point from a possible 15) 
Ladder position 11th 


Altona Magic recent form LLWDW (7 
points from a possible 15) Ladder Posi- 
tion 6th 

Whittlesea Top goal scorer: 
Apostolakis, O’Hare, Vasallo all with 
one goal (these are the only goals they 
have scored) 


Altona Top goal Scorer Curcija (4) 
My prediction Whittlesea 1 Altona 3 


By Reuben Schembri 
Photos by John Punshon 


NORTHERN COMMUNITY CUP 


Whittlesea Zebras will once again take 
on Preston Lions for Northern Com- 
munity Cup.The match will to be played 
at Epping Stadium, on Sunday17th May 
2009 — kick off for the seniors will be 
3.00pm. 

The Victorian Premier League clash will 
bring together two of the biggest club sides 
in the Northern Suburbs and the teams will 
play for the third “Northern Community 
Cup” Trophy. Subsequently the players on 
that day will be in the running to win the 
2009 Andrew Zinni Medal. 

The ex-socceroo represented both Bruns- 
wick Juventus and Preston Makedonia, as 
they were then known, between 1984 and 
1995 at National League level. 

Zinni was an important part of Brunsick 
Juventus as a youngster and won the 
Australian National League championship 
in 1985 with the famous black and whites, 
before joining Preston in 1989. He also 
represented Victoria during his successful 
career. 

The Zebras were successful in last years 
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Shop 4/119 
Lonsdale Street 
Dandenong VIC 3175 


Trading hours: 
Monday - Friday 9am-5pm 
Saturdays 


Tel: 9794 5860 


www.worldofsocca.com.au 


clash defeating Preston, 4-0 in an outstand- 
ing display. The Lions, having never won 
the trophy, will be desperate to reverse this 
result, shared the trophy with Whittlesea in 
a 1-1 draw in 2007. 


Ross Antoniadis, Chris Dzenovski 
and Pece Siveski in 2007 


9am-3pm 
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DEGREES OF EXCELLENCE 
Tonight At Olympic Village KO8. 1 5PM 


V 


Monday Night Football this week 
sees Heidelberg United host Rich- 
mond in a re-match of last year’s 
Elimination Final. Both clubs sit 
in the Top Five this season, so 
another quality clash is to be ex- 
pected. 

The home side had established a 
brilliant record at Olympic Village win- 
ning their first three games there this 
season before stumbling to a 0-1 loss to 
Melbourne Knights at their most recent 
outing. The Bergers bounced back to 
winning ways with a 2-0 win over Green 
Gully last week to move to third on the 
table, making a steady climb after a 
heavy defeat at Oakleigh Cannons on the 
opening day of the season. 

Richmond were amongst the early 
pacesetters, but since suffering their first 
defeat of the season at South Melbourne 
have drawn with Oakleigh and then lost 
at home to unbeaten leaders Dandenong 
Thunder in a pulsating encounter. This 
has left them sitting fifth going into 
the round, and they face a big week by 
having to back up when they host Hume 
City at Kevin Bartlett Reserve on Friday 
night. 

Osagie Ederaro heads the leagues Top 
Goalscorer list, and will no doubt be a 
man the Richmond defence will have 
to watch. The newcomer to Victorian 
football has scored 6 goals in 8 games. 
Richmond would be more familiar 
with 2008 Gold Medal winner Graham 
Hockless, their former player between 
2006-07, and the danger he will pres- 
ent. Heidelberg will be missing James 
Stafanou, sent-off in the win over Green 
Gully in Bendigo. 

Nick Robinson, Richmond’s English 
striker, got off the mark when he put 


AUSTRALIA 


The junior pathway to football success 


For a FREE TRIAL Call 9525 5844 
or email pfaa@pfaaustralia.com 


Experience our advanced training - - 


techniques from Europe's top academies 


PFA Australia 
www.pfaaustralia.com 
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RICHMOND 
EAGLES 


the Eagles ahead against Thunder and 
will be working hard leading the line. 
Left-back Erhan Karahan also scored in 
that game, and as a former Berger will 
be also looking to impress against his 
former club. 

In the three meetings of the teams 
at the Village since Richmond were 
promoted in 2006, the results have been 
evenly spread. That year saw James 
Robinson inspire Richmond to a 4-2 rout 
in July not long after Phil Stubbins had 
joined the Eagles after his dismissal as 
Heidelberg coach. The following year 
saw a 0-0 draw before last season’s 1-0 
win to Heidelberg which could easily 
have been by a larger margin. The Elimi- 
nation Final, which was a Heidelberg 
home fixture but played at John Cain 
Memorial Reserve in Northcote, saw ten 
man Heidelberg emerge 2-1 victors. 

The 2006 season saw the game at 
Kevin Bartett Reserve spread out over 
a month when the lights went out with 
Heidelberg leading 2-0 inside the first 
half hour. They would eventually go on 
to win 3-0. The 2-1 win by Richmond 
there the following season almost saw 
the match not go ahead to heavy fog. 
The 2-2 draw at Richmond last season 
was marred by Eagles right-back Semir 
Sivic having his leg broken. 

Heidelberg have added glamour sign- 
ing Bobby Petta, as well as Ederaro and 
Anthony Magnacca and Rudy Saglam to 
the squad which reached the Preliminary 
Final last season and will go into the 
match as favourites to win. 


By Mark Boric 
Photo by Tim Keen 


RIVER PLATE FOOTBALL ACADEMY 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 
Official branch of CA River Plate FC 
“The Giants of South American Football” 
For enquiries contact: 


Daniel Santomil 


0411 517 479 
www.riverplateaustralia.com 
riverplateaustralia@hotmail.com 
School Holiday Camps - School Clinics 
All year round Skill Programs - Overseas Trips 


“By Far The 
Greatest” 


Quality Goalkeeper Gloves, 
pants etc 

Balls 

Club Wear 


Extensive range of boots 
Soccer Jerseys, 

Training Equipment 
Trophies 


Telephone 


9354 2791 


Email: risports@optusnet.com.au 


403A Bell Street 
Pascoe Vale South 
VIC 3044 
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PRIDE OF THE VALLEY 


Morwell Falcons, also known as Gippsland 


Teams No Longer With Us 


BLAST FROM THE PAST 


defender Claudio Canosa, the rumbustious 


The Rise And Fall Of Morwell Falcons 


Falcons and Eastern Pride, rose from the 
Latrobe League to the National Soccer 
League in 1992 before being wound-up at 
the end of the 2000-2001 season. 

Founded in 1961 as IASCO by Italian mi- 
grants to the Latrobe Valley, the Falcons, as 
they became known in 1964 when sponsored 
by Ford maker of the Falcon, took over from 
Yallourn as the standard bearer for the area. 
Falcons won the Provisional League in 1974 
and 1975. In 1976, Falcons finished as run- 
ner-up in the Provisional League to Geelong, 
but it was Falcons which was promoted to 
the Metropolitan League that year, much 
to the disgust of the Geelong club. Falcons 
finished runner-up to Doncaster Rovers in 
1977 in Division Four, thus justifying their 
promotion. 

By 1981 Morwell was in Division One of 
the Metropolitan League and though finish- 
ing 9th it found itself in the State League in 
1982. In 1984 when four Victorian clubs 
joined the NSL, Morwell won the State 
League for the first time, a feat it was to 
repeat in 1989. Jimmy Dunne coached 
Falcons in 1984 and the squad included 
Billy Whiteside in goal, John Higham, Emil 
Bruns, Gerry Clarke, Jim Train, T van Baar, 
Steve Moore, Jim MacLean, Effie Cassar, 
Ian Stirton, Russell Athersych, Chris Kent, 
and John O’Callaghan. Jim McLean won the 
Victorian Gold Medal in 1984, though he 
had a chequered year, putting in a transfer 
request at one point. 

Bobby McLachlan coached the Falcons 
through some of their most successful times 
at State and National level, including the 
second State League triumph in 1989. The 
title was in doubt till even after the last game 
was played because Juventus protested that 
Northcote had played Martin Woodall when 
he should have been suspended, but that 
protest was thrown out. McLachlan’s squad 
included Dave Reynolds, Harry Bingham, 
Roy Walsh, Jeff Doyle, Emil Bruns, Jim 
McBride, Rob Nelson, Effie Cassar, Billy 
Wright, Sean Byrne, Darko Basara, Greg 
Warsawski, John Sokoluk and Irish striker 
Ron Manley. In the play-off for a place in 


Irish striker Ron Manley. 
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Bobby McLachlan and Don di Fabrizio with the 1989 State League 
trophy. Photo: Les Shorrock 


the NSL Falcons went down over two legs to 
Adelaide Hellas. 

In 1992 the well-run club was given a place 
in the National Soccer League, replacing 
Preston Makedonia. In 1994—95 it reached 
the play-offs for the first and only time, los- 
ing to South Melbourne by 6-1 over two legs 
of the Elimination Final. In succeeding sea- 
sons the club struggled in the lower reaches 
of the ladder when the continual battle to 
raise financial support was compounded by 
the economic malaise facing the Latrobe 
Valley. 

Don di Fabrizio was a key figure in the 
club’s rise to success. Born in Italy in 1933 
he came to Australia in 1954 and set up a 


Billy Wright in action for Morwell against St Albans’ Velimir Kupresak. 


construction business in the Valley. He be- 
came president in 1969, though he modestly 
admits ‘When I was appointed president I 
didn’t have a clue about running a club, I 
wasn’t voted president by choice’. But he 
soon learned and saw Falcons through to the 
NSL in 1994. In 1989 he received the Andy 
Kun Medal as the Victorian Soccer Per- 
sonality of the Year. In 1995 he became an 
ASF Commissioner, helping to restructure 
the National Soccer League and the devel- 
opment of Australia’s senior and under-age 
national teams, and has been a driving force 
behind the Football Hall of Fame. 

Falcons attracted many fascinating char- 
acters over the years including the Argentine 


Kiwi, Billy Wright, Archie Thompson, John 
Markovski, and Shaun Parton. Mehmet Du- 
rakovic, John Waddell, Ernie Tapai, Warren 
Spink, Andy Vargas, Jeff Hopkins, Brian 
McNicol and Lev Osman were among those 
who turned out at North Crinigan Reserve. 
The club also gave a start to a number of 
Socceroos. Scott McDonald made his debut 
in the NSL in 1998-99 as a fourteen-year- 
old. John Hutchinson and Eugene Galekovic 
also came through the ranks at Morwell. 

Frank Arok coached the club in the 1990s. 
Stuart Munro also had a spell at Morwell. 
Harry Bingham was a club stalwart and a 
great mentor to generations of youngsters 
when his own playing career ended. 

Today Falcons 2000, under the leadership 
of Tony Salvatore, continues the tradition in 
the Latrobe Valley League and who knows 
the Falcons may rise again. 


All photographs from the Les Shorrock 
collection at Deakin University. 


It got dirty sometimes down the 
Valley. Effie Cassar and Robert 
Cullen in the mud. 


Jim MacLean with his Rothmans 
Gold Medal. 


Monday 4th May 2009 p11 


SOCCER SIDESHOW 


COUCH 


POTATO 


This week’s football 
television & radio listings. 


The Victorian 
Football Show 
Every Wednesday C31 8pm 


The Green Gully 
Football Show 
Every Saturday C31 10.30am 


a), (SPORTS: 


ASIAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 

Tues May 5 Pohang v Central Coast 
1.55 pm Fox Sports 3 

Wed May 6 Newcastle v Beijing Gouan 
7.30 pm Fox Sports 1 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

Tues May 5 Aston Villa v Hull 4.55 am Fox Sports 3 
Sat May 9 Everton v Tottenham 11.55 pm Fox Sports 2 
Sat May 9 Bolton v Sunderland 

11.55 pm Viewers Choice 

Sat May 9 Fulham v Aston Villa 

11.55 pm Viewers Choice 

Sat May 9 Hull v Stoke 11.55 pm Viewers Choice 

Sat May 9 West Brom v Wigan 

11.55 pm Viewers Choice 

Sun May 10 West Ham v Liverpool 

2.25 am Fox Sports 2 

Sun May 10 Manchester United v Manchester City 
10.25 pm Fox Sports 2 

Mon May 11 Arsenal v Chelsea 12.55 am Fox Sports 2 
Tues May 12 Newcastle v Middlesbrough 

4.55 am Fox Sports 2 

Thurs May 14 Wigan v Manchester United 

4.55 am Fox Sports 2 


COCA-COLA CHAMPIONSHIP 


Sat May 9 Semi-Final,Leg1 4.30 am LIVE 

Fox Sports 3 

Sun May 10 Semi-Final,Leg1  4.30am DELAY 
Fox Sports 2 


Tues May 12 Semi-Final, Leg2 4.30 am_ LIVE 
Fox Sports 1 
Wed May 13 Semi-Final, Leg 2 4.30am LIVE 
Fox Sports 2 


SETANTA 


SPORTS 


Monday 4th May 

12:45pm Bundesliga Hamburg vs Hertha 
Berlin 

2:30pm Serie A Siena vs Napoli 

4:15pm Serie A Palermo vs Cagliari 

8:30pm Blue Square Playoff Semi-Final 2nd 
Leg Cambridge Utd vs Stevenage LIVE 


Tuesday 5th May 

0:15am Ligue 1 PSG vs Rennes 

1:30am Blue Square Playoff Semi-Final 2nd 
Leg Histon vs Torquay Utd LIVE 

11:00am League of Ireland Bohemians vs 
Dundalk 


Friday 8th May 
4:00am SPL Hearts vs Hibernian LIVE 


Saturday 9th May 
8:30pm SPL Rangers vs Celtic LIVE 


Sunday 10th May 

4:15am League of Ireland St Patricks vs 
Cork City LIVE 

11:00pm Serie A Chievo vs Inter LIVE 


Monday 11th May 

3:30am SPL Inverness vs Hamilton 

5:15am Serie A Atalanta vs Genoa 

10:30pm Russian Premier League Spartak 
vs Saturn LIVE 
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A Little Bit Of This That And The Other Dept. g 
GISS PREPARES FOR EURO 


Genova International School of Soccer 
(GISS), affiliated with giants As Roma 
is vastly becoming Australia’s most 
renowed Football Academy known for 
its exclusive and unique grass roots 
program. GISS strength is its career 
pathways system and is established in 
Italy, Holland, Spain, Canada, Brazil 
and Singapore. 

One of GISS’s most important proj- 
ects established in 2007 is the yearly 18+ 
International Players Tour held in July. 
The tour is a showcase for professional 
players without contracts. GISS gives the 
opportunity for 12 fortunate Australian 
players to join a team of other professional 
European players and compete against 
Italy’s top Serie A & B first teams with 
the possiblitiy for signing a professional 
contract. 

Past teams played included Fiorentina, 
Bologna, Atalanta, Chievo, Livorno, 
Albinoleffe, Padova, Mantova, Cittadella, 
Bassano, Piacenza, Verona. 

For further information visit www.issgen- 
ova.com or call 1300 793 505. Forward 
your CV to contact@issgenova.com . 


FOOTBALL 
QUOTES 


‘Ardiles strokes the ball like it was a part 
of his anatomy.’ - JIMMY MAGEE 


‘Anelka was travelling so fast that he 
couldn’t keep his own feet’ 
- CLIVE TYLDESLEY 


‘As the seconds tick down, Belgium are 
literally playing in time that doesn’t ex- 
ist.” - GUY MOWBRAY 


‘A smoked salmon sandwich of a foot- 
ball match if ever there has been one.’ 
- PETER DRURY 


‘I’m sure coach Frank Rijkaard will want 
the Dutch to go on and score a fourth 
now - although obviously they’ll have to 
score the third one first.’ 

- ANGUS LOUGHRAN 


‘He’s showed him the left leg, then the 
right. Where’s the ball, the defender 
asks? It’s up his sleeve.’ 

- CLIVE TYLDESLEY 


‘And Swansea have an uphill mountain 
to climb now.’ - JOHN HARDY 


‘There’s 30 minutes gone and we're in 
the first quarter of the game.’ 
- JON CHAMPION 


‘He’s scored the winning goal three 
minutes after being sent off’ 
- CANADIAN COMMENTATOR 


Ihary Biasi Age: 27 
Insignificant other: AS Roma Midfielder, Francesco Totti 
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2 LARGE TRADITIONAL 
PIZZAS DELIVERED 


SUPER TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 
LARGE TRADITIONAL PICK uP 10 


FULL NAME: Bale Micovski 


BIRTHPLACE: Melbourne, Australia ‘ — — 


i 


—_—— 
BIRTH DATE: 23/12/1989 | — 

HEIGHT: 174cm en _ 
WEIGHT: 75 kg — ——— 
MARRIED: Single —— Y . 
CAR: Nissan | y= a 4 
OCCUPATION OUTSIDE OF FOOTBALL: 

Student 


NICKNAME: Bails _ 
PREVIOUS CLUBS: Preston LionswFC 
REPRESENTATIVE HONOURS: 

School Boys 

CHILDHOOD FOOTBALL HERO: 
Ronaldo, Drogba 

FAVOURITE O/S PLAYER: Drogba 


FAVOURITE VPL PLAYER: 
John Sapazovski » ~< 
FAVOURITE FORMER SOCGEROO:Wohn 


«Markovski and Goran Lozanoyski 
FAVOURITE CURRENT SOCCEROO: 
Tim Cahill 
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So Melbourne v Preston Lions FC#. ~ 
(2005) la” I 
"Most MEMORABLE;GOAL YOUVE 


SCORED: Preston Lions FC viGreen 
Gully/(2008) © 

EARLIEST, FOOTBALL MEMORY; 
Watching Preston when Iwas alkid\with 
Watching 

FUNNIEST'MOMENT IN|FOOTBALL: 


Pre-season trips 
BIGGES} DISAPPOINTMENT: 
Not making}|National Schoolboysjteam 


WORSTyINJURY:/Arthroscope 
MOST DIFFICULTJOPPONENT: 
Richmond!Eagles 

FAVOURITE AWAY, GROUND: 
Knights‘Stadium 
SUPERSTITIONS: 

Right{shin guard and|boot first 
TYPICALSMATCH DAY{MEAL: 
Pasta! Weetbix: 
WHATYVARE\YOUR(STIRENGTHS:[Speed_.. 
WHAT, AREW,OUR\WEAKNESSES: Height ~ 
FAVOURITE}TEAM\WHEN (GROWING UP: 


Chelsea —_ 


FAVOURITE{OTHERtSPORTS:S7ennis : 
FAVOURITE{OTHER‘SPORTSPERSON: 
/AAnatSharapovayAnna)Kournikova 

FAVOURITE FOODS: Piperki Polneti, oe 
Manja, Graf ‘s 
FAVOURITE ACTOR/ACTRESS: 

Angelina Jolie, Al Pachino 

HOBBIES: Going out with mates, girls, 

having a good time 

FAVOURITE HOLIDAY RESORT: 
Macedonia 

FAVOURITE NIGHTSPOT: CQ; South 
Morang Pub 

IDEAL DATE:/Angelina Jolie 
FAVOURITE, TV SHOWS: Underbelly 
FAVOURITE MUSIC: House, RNB, Mace- 
donian 

FAVOURITE FILM: Scarface; Blow and 
others { 
LAST SOCCER SHIRT; YOU BOUGHT: 
Chelsea away kit 


a 


FUNNIEST RUMOUR YOU-VE!HEARD - - 


ABOUT YOURSELF: t 


Being a good Keeper. 
BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: ¥ 
Brother : 

BIGGEST DRAG IN SOCCER: Pre-season ; . 
FOOTBALL AMBITION: Playing highest 
level possible, but Preston)Lions is good 
enough “a 
WHICH PERSON IN: THE WORLD WOULD 

YOU MOST LIKE TO, MEET? : Drogba =. 
YOUR TIP FOR THIS\YEAR’S VPL: 

Preston Lions FC and Whittlesea Zebras ° 


VERMONT SOUTH 
SPORTLINK 
Hanover Road 
Multi-Court Facility 
(Tuesdays & Sundays) 


FUTSAL 


SLL IF 


BALE MICOVSKI 


PRESTON LIONS FC 
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MENS + MIXED 
COMPETITIONS 


Call: 0433 000 444 


Email: info@superd5s.org 
Website: www.super5s.org 
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THUNDER STORMS VPL LEAVING RIVALS STRUCK 


It’s not in the nature of Dandenong Thunder coach Stuart 

Munro to talk up his side’s amazing start to the VPL season. 
Back in Victoria’s top flight after an 8 year absence, the 

newly promoted club have taken all before them this season 

and sit two games clear atop the VPL table, unbeaten after 

9 rounds. 

Munro acknowledges the excitement around the club, but 

tempers those words with caution. 

“You can’t help the supporters getting excited — that’s their 

job.” he said. 

“But I’ve been in the game a long time | know how quickly 
things can turn around.” 

The former Glasgow Rangers star took the reins of the club in 
the off-season and immediately set about his task; building a 
squad that would ensure the club was immediately competi- 
tive upon their return to the VPL. Despite the club being ina 
position to attract players, the veteran coach spoke of some 
of the challenges he faced on that front. 

“Some players wouldn’t come to the club. Because of our 
lack of reputation as a VPL club, we weren’t considered an 
attractive proposition. We’re hoping to lay the foundations 
of being an established VPL club that players will want to 
come an play for.” 

But Munro, inheriting an already strong State League 1 unit, 
assembled a experienced squad laden with quality, comple- 
mented by a sprinkling of new players. 

Three of these new players are Jack Hingert, Colin Quirk 


Thunder’s former Young Socceroo Joey Di lorio 
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and Aron Wilford. Not names that most VPL fans would’ve 
been familiar with prior to the season, the English trio have 
entrenched themselves in the Thunder’s first XI this season, 
highlighting Munro’s keen eye for talent. 

“I knew Jack a couple of years ago when he was at Knox, 
he’s spent time at the VIS. He’s certainly developed as a play- 
er and been fantastic for us. Quirk and Wilford were playing 
in State League 1 last year, they were players | felt could take 
the step up and play at a higher level if they had the players 
around them. You might be taking a little bit of a gamble see- 
ing if they can step up, but we decided to recruit them and 
they’ve done ever so well. 

“They’re all honest lads, no superstars among them, they’re 
hoping to try and take the next step up.” 

Also amongst Munro’s recruiting targets was forward Ham- 
let Armenian. The 22 year old is somewhat of a journeyman 
- the Thunder is his fifth VPL club - but he has flourished 
under Munro’s mentorship. 

“He’s been terrific for us, one of our best. He has caused the 
opposition trouble fairly constantly.” Munro said 

Generally deployed as a striker throughout his VPL career, 
the pacy Armenian is revelling in a new role on the right wing, 
and has been in sparkling form thus far this season. 
“Hamlet’s a very, very, quick player and very direct. We want 
to keep it fairly simple for him. We want him beating defend- 
ers and getting his crosses in, that’s where his strengths are. 
If we get him playing to his strengths, he’ll become a better 


Thunder’s Shane Rexhepi salutes the fans after scoring 
against Richmond 


Captain Veton Korcari has lead the charge well at 
George Andrews this season 


player and certainly will attract the eye of other teams.” 

Armenian himself spoke about Munro’s impact on the club 
as well as on himself as a player. 

“He’s brought a lot of professionalism to the club, he’s got 
all the players playing for each other, and I’m really enjoying 
my football at at the moment.” he said. 

“This is probably my first season playing right wing, it’s a 
new position for me but I’ve really grown in to it and I’m re- 
ally enjoying playing there.” 

Club president Tony Maliku admits that despite hoping for 
the best upon the club returning to the VPL this year, the 
board hadn’t anticipated being in such a strong position as 
the team approaches the half-way point of the season. 

But he certainly isn’t complaining. 

“We wanted to be competitive, but this was unexpected. Ev- 
erything so far has been going so well.” he said. 

“Stuart’s done a really good job, everyone’s working for him. 
He’s easily one of the best coaches in the VPL. Everyone’s 
happy with him, everyone respects him.” 

Despite the side being unbeaten after 9 matches, Maliku is 
keen to add further depth to the squad to ensure the team is 
well-placed to manage the challenges that 22 rounds and a 
finals series present. 

“I want to strengthen the squad when the transfer window 
opens. As the season goes on you might get more injuries, 
we have to be aware of that, we have to be prepared. 

“We haven’t decided everything yet, but we’re going to work 


Oe 


on it.” 

The squad is captained by Veton Korcari, a 23 year old strik- 
er who played at the club in his junior days. For him, leading 
the Thunder on their giant-killing run is the stuff of child- 
hood dreams. 

“For me as a junior at the club, you watch the senior games 
and you look up to the players and you think ‘I could be there 
one day’, so it’s excellent.” 

The skipper was quick to praise both his coach and his 
teammates when asked for his thoughts on the season thus 
far. 

“He (Munro) has been quality from the start. His profession- 
alism, his knowledge of the game, it’s different class. He’s 
been around, he knows what to expect, knows what is re- 
quired from all the players. 

“It’s a good mix we’ve got, we’ve gelled pretty well together, 
which is a credit to the coaching staff. Younger players like 
Jack Hingert, Hamlet Armenian, Noel Bahnsen, Shane Rex- 
hepi, and the experienced guys like Stergiopoulos, Lev Os- 
man and Webster in goals. Fitim Imbrahimi has also been 
great for us so far, but he did his knee a few weeks ago, and 
we all wish him a speedy recovery.” 

The Thunder’s undisputed “12th man” are their passionate 
and vocal supporters, who have packed George Andrews 
Reserve this year as well as travelling in large numbers to 
the club’s away matches. The crowd have provided a real 
boost to not only their team, but to the VPL in terms of crowd 


Team-mates Levent Osman (centre) and Marcus Stergiopoulos (right) share joy with hat 
trick hero Joey Di lorio on Saturday in the route against Preston Lions. 


numbers and the atmosphere at the matches. 

Korcari spoke with reverence of the support the team has 
received from it’s fans. 

“Well, they’re just different class. Week in, week out they’re 
there, whether we’re home or away, and they’re excellent, 
they’ve been great.” he said. 

Despite the indisputable buzz around George Andrews Re- 
serve, coach Munro is definitely not in the habit of counting 
his chickens before they hatch, and indicated that despite the 
unbeaten start to the year, his side still faces challenges. 

“Already, we’re starting to lose one or two players through 
injury and that can affect you. You might then only be one or 
two injuries away from not having a squad that can do what 
they’re doing at the moment. So we’re fighting against that.” 
he said. 

“We’re keeping the players’ feet on the ground and we'll 
continue to do that, and we talk about that a lot. The players 
have to work very, very hard at their game to make sure that 
if someone’s going to beat us they’re going to have to be at 
the top of their game.” 


Interview By Chris Aloi 
Photo by Various 
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Will local football grounds be able to pre- 
vent spreading Swine Flu if they do not let 
the police through the gates? How many lo- 
cal players have already claimed Swine Flu 
as an excuse for misssing training? 

The FFA have announced the New 
National Football Curriculum. Now in this 
corporate age I would expect all the teams 
to be prefixed with a sponsors name i.e. 
Qantas Joeys, Westfield Young Matildas etc. 
It is more interesting to note that kids are 
not actually playing small sided games, but 
Optus Small Sided Games. So if I got to the 
park for some kick with my mates, should 
I be asking the boys if they want to go fora 
Snickers Kick In The Park? 

The Dutch Masters running the coach- 
ing at the FFA have determined that from 
now on Australian teams will all be play- 
ing with a 4-3-3 formation. Will Australian 
Four-Four-Two magazine then be renamed 
accordingly? 

Perth Glory are being linked with a 
different marquee signing very second day 
now. I’m pretty sure they are just shuffling 


.€&A\ 


The Scorer was as busy as a barmaid serv- 
ing Katsa and his associates on any given 
night with J Walker, as another wicket has 
fallen this week. 

Goran “Yellow Puma King Boots” Lo- 
zanovski is no longer at the helm at Hume 
City, with his ex South Melbourne team 
mate, Andy Vlahos taking his place. 

The Scorer is on standby by again this 
week, as he has been told that one more 
wicket is about to fall. 

A number of photographs that I witnessed 
in another publication during the week, no 
they were not of people engaging is activi- 
ties on airplanes that lead to Happy Ends, 
somewhat disturbed me. 

They were of the Heidelberg Vs Green 
Gully Match, which was played in Bendigo. 

I will stick my rather large and wide neck 
out here, and suggest that this game was 
played in rural Victoria so as to promote Soc- 
cer in the Regional Areas, perhaps with the 
Summer League Agenda in mind? 


Ok, on to the Happy Snaps, where..... 

Heidelberg players were pictured chang- 
ing in the Ladies Toilets of said facility in 
Bendigo. 

Green Gully scored the Men’s toilets. 
House of Darebin, a please explain is re- 
quired here, as if this was a fixture arranged 
between two clubs in another League, there 
certainly would be further ramifications and 

fines to the Clubs involved. 

However, as it was a FFV arranged match, 
the normal rules can be somewhat twisted to 
suit their agendas. 

Another point to consider and the Good Folk 
from the House of Darebin, you may want to 
take note here, 
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With Mark Boric 


Gas Bagging Dept. 


trading cards and picking one out to ap- 
proach every day. 

Adelaide United are set to join the list 
of A-League clubs being administered by 
the FFA. Will the FFA end up owning more 
clubs than a golfer? Will these clubs all be 
using a 4-3-3 formation? 

Another coaching change for Katsa to 
put up on his scoreboard, with Andy Vlahos 
taking the reins at Hume City. Last year 
they went through two coaches, but with 
this early dismissal they give themselves a 
chance to make another change before this 
season is out. 

Following on from Katsa’s Korner of last 
week, I’d also like to extend a get well wish- 
es to Sam Poutakidis after his bicycle was 
hit by a truck the other week. Another player 
who has suffered a serious injury is recent 
Bentleigh Greens signing Jimmy Latinopo- 
ulos who has done the dreaded knee. Well 
done to the pair of them on great careers and 
all the best in their recoveries. 


With George Katsamboukas 


Toilet Blocks are built for: 


1. Number 1’s 

2. Number 2’s 

3. Teenagers sneaking away to enjoy a dis- 
crete W N Field. 


They were not purpose built for Soccer Play- 
ers playing in the so called elite competition 
in Victoria to change in! 

The Blue Boys from Northcote City, who 
have been newly promoted to State League 
Division | have mirrored Dandenong Thun- 
ders achievements in the Premier League, in 


that they are both newly promoted and sitting 


pretty on top and unbeaten. 

Both these Clubs have defied the Brides 
Nighty Principle for newly promoted Teams, 
in that they go “Up and Down” 

This week, the Blue Boys from Northcote 
take on their arch rivals Clifton Hill at KB 
“Hungry” Bartlett Reserve, which will have 
the Station St Fairfield Cafes buzzing all 
week. 

Will Northcote’s “Out we come, Out we 
come, Out we come to play” team song be 
heard at 5 Pm on Saturday afternoon, or will 
the Hillmen be in fine voice, may the better 
team win. 

Back to the Premier League we go, where 
there is a whisper that 10 of the 12 Clubs 
have sent a very interesting email to the 
House of Darebin, seeking a number of 
outcomes, including an assurance that the 
Premier League remains the Elite Comple- 
tion in Victoria. 

They have also passed a No Confidence 
resolution in the House of Darebin CEO 
Mark “G’day Mark”, Rendell. 

The Premier League Clubs are also con- 
cerned with the potential introduction of 


A Perth Glory official contemplates which player to target as its next 
marquee signing. 


THE REGULARS 


t 
SapenPrine | 


Taking the piss..... 


the Summer League, comprising of newly 
formed Clubs based on regional areas. 


Another outcome that they are seeking is that 
Clubs Voting rights be returned to them, so 
as they can have a direct say in where Soccer 
in Victoria is headed. 


Interesting to see what will happen here, the 
only comment that I will make is that if the 
House of Darebin wishes to invest $$$$$ to 
pay for research and other costs associated 
with a Summer League, the funds required 
for this exercise should not come out of the 
FFV coffers which are handsomely topped 
up by existing Member Clubs, as it is some- 
what a slap in the face to these Clubs, who 
have been around for decades, that they will 
fund these costs, to then Not be included in 
this proposed new League. 


I have said this many times before, FFV 


and FFA do not get carried away with the 
A-League Model and Melbourne Victory 
success in Victoria, as we are speaking of 

1 team here, the chances of creating mini 
versions of the Victory in a successful format 
are minimal. 


Let’s see what happens over the next few 
months! 


Till next week..... 


This is Katsa — Just as you’ve known him. 


Coach Toll 
Last Year This Year 


2-8 3-8 
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Round 4 
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KEILOR TAKES A BOW 


Inter Flips Bergers Again In Grand Final Rematch 


Plenty of drama both on and off the 
field this week in the WPL, with the 
Grand Final rematch proving a sur- 
prisingly one sided affair, and the 
folding of one of the competition’s 
longest serving teams. 

On Friday night, Wembley Park was the 
venue for the much anticipated Grand Final 
rematch between Box Hill Inter and Heidel- 
berg United. With both sides having won in 
each of the opening three rounds, and occu- 
pying the top two spots on the ladder, there 
was plenty at state in this crucial Round 4 
fixture. Box Hill had, at times, looked shaky 
in the early stages of this season, most no- 
tably in the opening round against GRFA, 
whereas United had cruised through its 
opening matches without conceding a goal. 
It seemed that the reigning premier could be 
ripe for defeat. However, as so often hap- 
pens, appearances can be deceptive, and In- 
ter turned on the style to destroy Heidelberg 
and send a statement to the rest of the com- 
petition that it will be as tough a proposition 
as ever. Two goals either side of the interval 
gave Inter a comfortable victory over its re- 
cent rival, and secured it top spot outright 
on the WPL ladder. Inter’s goals came from 
a variety of sources, with Amanda Law- 
less, Katrina Smith, Georgia Koutrovelis 
and Krystal McCluskey all getting on the 
scoresheet. The defeat leaves Heidelberg 
still in second on the ladder, largely thanks 
to Ashburton not playing at the weekend. 

GRFA ensured that its current WPL ad- 
venture will not be a repeat of its first, as 
it picked up its first ever victory in the top 
flight on Saturday. It defeated fellow region- 
al side Bendigo Vipers 3-1 at Epsom Soccer 


Complex, to kick start its season and propel 
it up the ladder. Brittany Elsen was the key 
for GRFA, scoring all three of the visiting 
team’s goals, with Sarah Richardson scoring 
for Bendigo. GRFA gained the ascendancy 
in the first, with Elsen scoring twice with- 
out reply and, although the Vipers fought 
out a more even second half, the home side 
was unable to mount sufficient a comeback 
to share in the points. The win lifts GRFA 
above Bendigo on the ladder, into eighth 
place. 

Having secured a draw at the death with 
Ashburton last week, South Melbourne was 
able to maintain its momentum into Round 
4, which enabled it to pick up its first win of 
the season. Having travelled to BT Connor 
Reserve to face Preston Lions, South raced 
to a 2-0 first half lead courtesy of goals from 
Laura Spiranovic and Natalie Brajanovski. 
However, Preston’s never-say-die attitude is 
one of its attributes, and it mounted a second 
half comeback that looked to have earned it 
a share of the points, as Ellvana Curo added 
two goals to her personal tally to bring the 
home side back on level terms. The match 
looked to be heading for a draw, but Aimee 
Benton drilled home South’s third late in 
the half to give the Albert Park side its first 
victory of the year. The result lifts South to 
sixth on the ladder, with four points from 
as many matches, while Preston remains 
fourth, with five points. 

The match between Ashburton and Keilor 
Park has been listed as postponed, but the 
likelihood of the match actually taking 
place is close to zero. Having been dogged 
by rumours of player shortages and having 
already had to forfeit its Round 3 Reserves 


match, Keilor Park this week finally folded 
and informed the FFV of its decision to pull 
out of the competition. While the announce- 
ment will come as little surprise to others in 
the competition, as it was widely expected 
from even before the season commenced, it 
is a desperate shame for those who did com- 
mit to playing for Keilor and for the rest of 
the competition. What this means in terms 
of the rest of the league is yet to be deter- 
mined, but it would seem likely that a bye 
will be inserted to replace Keilor, with its 
existing three results to be declared null. 

The final match of the round takes place 
on Monday evening at Kingston Heath 
Reserve, when Sandringham hosts Casey 
Comets. 

Round 5 begins with Box Hill Inter’s 
third successive home match, when it takes 
on Sandringham at Wembley Park. It’ll be 
a big ask for the visiting side, as not only 
will it have to face the league’s leading 
team, but it will also have to do it after just a 
four day turnaround, having only played its 
Round 4 game on Monday night. On Satur- 
day Bendigo Vipers plays at home, but also 
on the road, as it hosts South Melbourne at 
Churchill Reserve in Benalla. On Sunday 
the pick of the action sees Heidelberg Unit- 
ed and Ashburton face off at Olympic Vil- 
lage, while GRFA takes on Casey Comets 
at Howard Glover Reserve. Keilor Park and 
Preston Lions are currently slated to meet at 
Keilor Park Reserve, but confirmation of the 
cancellation of that match should be made 
early in the week. 


By Niki Cook 
Photo by John Punshon 


Aimee Benton (right) has plenty to smile about after scoring the winning goal for South Melbourne. 
Laura Spiranovic (left) and Naomi Mossenson congratulate her. 


STANDINGS 


PWDLF AP 
Box HillInter 4 4 0 0 22 3 12 
Heidelberg Utd 4 3 0 117 4 9 
Ashburton 321013 3 7 
PrestonLions 4 12 1 7 6 5 
Casey Comets 3 111 6 3 4 
South Melb 4112694 
Sandringham 2 10 1 6 3 3 
GRFA 4103 6 15 3 
Bendigo Vipers 3 012 2 9 1 
Keilor Park 300 3 2 32 0 


WPL RESULTS 


Box Hill Inter 4 (A Lawless K 
Smith G Koutrouvelis K Mc- 
Cluskey) Heidelberg Utd 0, 
Bendigo Vipers 1 (S Rich- 
ardson) GRFA 3 (B Elsen 

3), Preston Lions 2 (E Curo 
2) South Melbourne 3 (A 
Benton N Brajanovski L Spi- 
ranovic), Ashburton Keilor 
Park. 


WPL ROUND 5 


Box Hill Inter v Sandringham 
Wembley Park 
Fri 8 May KO 8:30PM 


Bendigo Vipers v South Melbourne 
Churchill Reserve (Benalla) 
Sat 9 May KO 2:45PM 


Keilor Park v Preston Lions 
Keilor Park Reserve 
Mon 10 May KO 1:00PM 


Heidelberg Utd v Ashburton 
Olympic Park (Village) 
Mon 10 May KO 1:00PM 


GRFA v Casey Comets 
Howard Glover Reserve 
Mon 10 May KO 3:00PM 


RESERVES 


Box Hill Inter 2 Heidelberg Utd 1, 
Bendigo Vipers 6 GRFA 0, Pres- 
ton Lions 1 South Melbourne 4, 

Ashburton Keilor Park 


PWODL F A PT 
Box HillInter 4 4 0 0 22 3 12 
Heidelberg Utd 4 3 0 1174 9 
Ashburton 3210133 7 
PrestonLions 4 12 17 6 5 
Casey Comets 3 1116 3 4 
South Melb 411269 4 
Sandringham 2 10 1 6 3 3 
GRFA 410 3 6 15 3 
Bendigo Vipers 3 0 12 2 9 1 
Keilor Park 3.00 3 2 320 
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RED DEVILS BRING EAGLES 


BACK DOWN TO EARTH 
Trimboli Celebrates Milestone Match! 


Round 8 of the FFSA Devine Homes 
Super League will be a memorable 
one for Campbelltown City striker 
Jason Trimboli as he celebrated his 
350th milestone match in style, with 
his side notching up a historic 3-0 
shellacking over league leaders Ad- 
elaide Blue Eagles at Marden Sports 
Complex. 

Ali Toure, Domenic Signiorello and Trim- 
boli himself found the back of the net, in a 
match that was one-way traffic for the Red 
Devils. The loss brought the Eagles dream 
start to season 2009 to a screaming halt, as 
they were brought back down to earth being 
outplayed, outmanoeuvred and outsmarted 
by the slick Campbelltown side. 

Although weather conditions this week 
were kinder, the condition of the pitch was 
shocking, with players losing their grip un- 
derfoot continually throughout the match 
on the slippery and patchy track. Super Ali 
was the mastermind of the match, his foot- 
ball smarts and moves at times leaving the 
crowd shaking their heads in disbelief. 

Captain Simon Catanzaro had a great start, 
showing off his super ball skills within the 
first 2 minutes of the match catching the 
Blue Eagles defence off guard. The Red 
Devils pressured the home-side, concentrat- 
ing the majority of play down the left side of 
the park, paying off in the 9th minute with 
Toure slotting in the first goal past an expe- 
rienced Eagles keeper De Lucia. Downside 
to the match was watching players slip- 
sliding around the terrible pitch as the game 
went on. Blue Eagles seem to crack under 
pressure, over-cooking many of their moves 
up the pitch. 

Both Catanzaro and Toure were on the end 
of plenty of physical checking, going down 
numerous times after being targeted by the 
Eagles players. Time and time again Camp- 
belltown executed great build ups creating 
chances to score that had the Eagles rattled, 
forcing the tope side to make errors and dis- 
tribute the ball poorly. 

Success came again in the 22nd minute for 
the Red Devils through a great cross from 
the right which found Signiorello in the right 
place to drill the ball into the back of the net. 
Time and time again Toure manufactured 
chances to score from nothing, weaving his 
way around the Eagles defenders to get the 
ball up front to the forwards. 

Each time the Eagles tried lumping the 
ball long to find striker Saranti Parissos,they 
found him surrounded by Devil’s defend- 
ers and keeper Les Pogliacomis. In the 57th 
minute Trimboli capped off his milestone 
match poaching a goal as he was positioned 
right for the rebound shot that beat De Lucia 
and came off the upright for the clinical fin- 
ish. The Blue Eagles had no answers their 
reliable midfield and defence beaten with 
each wave of a Red Devil attack, rather left 
chasing their tails as they tried to get some- 
thing out of the match. A shocking end to 
the match for 3-times Sergio Melta Medal 
winner Catanzaro as his right foot gave way 
from underneath him in the middle of the 
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park, the result seeing him stretchered off 
with a knee injury, an MRI scan on Monday 
that will reveal the damage done. The win 
for Campbelltown makes them the first side 
to beat the Blue Eagles this season and takes 
them into the next round with a rejuvenated 
sense of confidence while the Eagles now 
must re-group for their important match 
against the Raiders. 


Modbury Jets showed their fans that a 
change can be as good as a holiday with 
their big 2-1 win over Adelaide Galaxy at 
Con Makris Park, goalscorers for the match 
being Anthony Solagna and Matty Kelly 
for the Jets and Claus Christophersen for 
the Galaxy. In what was their baptism of 
fire stepping out under the direction of new 
coach Neil Henderson after Jason Hayhurst 
was released, the young Jets team played 
the game of their proverbial lives with great 
efforts put in by all across the park. Their 
opponents applied enormous pressure on 
the Jets but were unable to finish off in front 
of goal with the numerous chances they 
had. Christophersen was successful to put 
the homeside 1-0 up as they went in for the 
half time break. Modbury stabilised their 
midfield in the second half, Captain Matt 
Kelly and Scott Weidenbach the architects 
in the middle applying a more attacking 
approach on Galaxy. Unlike other games, 
this week Modbury were able to hold the 
pressure applied, keeper Paul Reilly instru- 
mental in keeping the scoreline unchanged. 
Experienced David Crowl and new signing 
Adam Carter also contributed immensely in 
the centre of the park, holding up and frus- 
trating galaxy unable to play their normal 
game. Kelly brought the game to level peg- 
ging in the 68th minute with his great goal, 
upping the intensity of the homeside. The 
Jets dominated in the last 10 minutes of the 
match with Anthony Solanga opportunistic, 
tapping in the ball for the winner, when the 
Galaxy keeper was unable to control the 
ball. New coach Henderson said it was a 
great result and something that the side can 
build on. “I am happy with the commitment 
and determination of the lads which is typi- 
cal of what the supporter expects from our 
boys”. Best for Modbury were Adam Carter, 
David Crowl and Mark Clayton. 


In other games across the grounds Para 
Hills Knights ground out a timely 2-1 win 
over Adelaide Hills With Mark Mulday and 
Alex Sunasky scoring for the Knights and 
Nathan Elliott trusty striker for Adelaide 
Hills. The timely win takes the Knights 
up | spot to 7th place on the league ladder 
while Adelaide Hills now see themselves 
in the bottom two. Best on the day for Para 
Hills were Alex Sunasky, Stephen Stam and 
keeper James McKee and for Adelaide were 
Nathan Elliott, A.Paice, Damian Stam. 


Western Strikers put up a good fight at 
home against Adelaide City keeping the 
game scoreless until after the half time break 
but succumbing to a 2-0 loss by the 2008 


Super Champions an own goal contribut- 
ing to the scoreline and Chad Bugeja scor- 
ing the other. The win enables City to climb 
to second spot on the ladder now only 4 b 
ehind league leaders Blue Eagles while the 
strikers move to 7th on 9 points. Best play- 
ers for Strikers were Andy Thorpe, Chris 
McNichol and DAniella Lastella while for 
Adelaide City were Nick Budin, Keegan 
Nash and tall timber Johnathon Negus 


MetroStars and Raiders played out the 
end of Round 8 with their match on Sunday 
3rd May at TK Shutter Reserve, the Stars 
taking down their opponents to the tune of 
2-0 Francesco Monterosso and Louis Brain 
the scorers for MetroStars. Best on ground 
for Metros were Michael Matricciani and 
defenders Lee Robertson and Daniel Me- 
nechella while for Raiders Mimi Saric, Todd 
McSorley and young Craig Goodwin put in 
their best. 


By Nat Adamopoulos 
Photo by Adam Butler 


FFSA RESULTS 


PWDLF A GDP 


Adelaide Blue Eagle 7601 10 5 518 
Adelaide City 842213 6 714 
Campbelltown City 741215 6 913 
Raiders fo) 313) 9412 
MetroStars Ge Ai 7 “h oa 
Para Hills 8242 9 10-110 
Western Strikers 8305 9 11-2 9 
Adelaide Galaxy 8215 7 14-7 7 
Adelaide Hills 71245 8-3 5 
Modbury 8116 7 22-154 


Cambelltown City 3 
Adealide Eagles 0 


Modbury Jets 2 
Adelaide Galaxy 1 


Parra Hills Knights 2 
Adelaide Hills 1 


...’Man of the moment - Jason Trimboli celebrating his 350th 
game with a goal!” 
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OLYMPIC IN TOTAL CONTROL 


Round 8 of the QSL saw all matches 
played on Saturday for the first time this 
season, after what was a largely unevent- 
ful week for the league. The big matches 
of the round saw Redlands facing Logan 
at home whilst the NQ Razorbacks hosted 
the QAS in an early battle for a finals 
spot. The game for QAS would’ve held 
special significance for the side as it was 
the last match in charge for coach Mike 
Mulvey before he leaves for Gold Coast 
United. 


Redlands City Devils 4 (James Froud 14’, 
Russell Woodruffe 22’, Wayne Knipe 61’, 
Graham Fyfe 70’) - Logan United 0 
Redlands City Devils confirmed their finals 
intentions for this season as they disposed 
of Logan United on Saturday. The Devils 
have been inconsistent this season but the 
win now sees them move level third with the 
NQ Razorbacks. The clash saw three players 
lining up against their old club, with Josh 
Filewood, Raj Oshen and Yoshi Okada, all 
played for Redlands last year before making 
the switch to play for Logan United in 2009. 
As expected with so many players having 
played for the opposite team the match began 
at a frenetic pace with the midfield turning 
into a battleground as challenges came fly- 
ing in. Redlands made the most of it though 
with their quick forwards catching Logan off 
guard twice in the space of eight minutes as 
James Froud and Russell Woodruffe made it 
2-0 going into the break. 

The second half saw much of the same 
however the pace of the match slowed as 
time wore on and Logan began to increas- 
ingly rely on the counterattack. That lack 

off attacking initiative was punished by 
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Redlands as they made the score 4-0 with a 
second pair of goals from Wayne Snipe and 
Graham Fyfe. 


Olympic FC 4 (Alex Panic 34’, 64’, Hyuk- 
Su Seo 47’, Neil Monro 94’) - Capricorn 
Cougars 0 

Olympic FC continued on from their good 
showing last week against the Strikers with 
a decisive win over Capricorn Cougars. The 
league leaders never truly looked bothered 
as a spree of second half goals took the fight 
out of the visitors. 

The first half began well for both sides with 
Capricorn having the best chances until Alex 
Panic opened the scoring for the home side 
in the 34th minute. 

The second half saw Olympics star signing 
Hyuk-Su Seo quickly add to the tally and it 
would only get better for Olmypic as they 
began to dominate the midfield before round- 
ing out the scoring with two late goals. 


Whitsunday Miners 1 (Mark Rhodes 51’) 

- Brisbane Strikers 3 (Gareth Musson 25’, 
33’, Chris Di Sipio 69’) 

The Brisbane Strikers took maximum points 
from their match against Whitsunday Miners 
but failed to garner the approval of manager 
Stuart McLaren. The win, which came cour- 
tesy of two first half goals to Gareth Musson 
and a second half strike from Chris Di Sipio, 
has allowed the Strikers to keep pace with 
league leaders Olympic FC who notched a 
comfortable 4-0 home win over the Capri- 
corn Cougars. 

Speaking after the match, McLaren said 

the Strikers dominated the first half of the 
contest, “I was not happy at all with the per- 


formance”, McLaren admitted. “We got the 
three points, and we had some good patches 
in the first half, but when we needed to go on 
with it I thought we let ourselves down in the 
second half. We didn’t play to our capabili- 
ties. 

“The Miners battled and scrapped well, 

but with better execution we could have 

had an extra goal or two. In the second half 

I thought the Miners were good value for 
their goal and then they had a one-on-one 
with Jerrad Tyson that Tyson did well to get 
something on, and that allowed Butters to get 
around and clear it off the line. Thankfully 
Chris (Di Sipio) got away shortly after that 
to get our third goal”. 


Bundaberg Spirit 0 - FNQ Bulls 1 (Steven 
Cater 63’) 

After producing an inspired performance to 
reclaim respect despite again losing against 
North Queensland Razorbacks last weekend, 
Bundaberg put in another solid performance 
to only go down 1-0 against competition new 
boys FNQ Bulls. 

The match was a tight affair as each side 
looked to take advantage of counterattack- 
ing opportunities. Despite Bundaberg’s 
resilience it was the Bulls who had the better 
of the chances, going close several times in 
the first half but wasteful finishing let them 
down. After the break both sides returned 
and Bundaberg attempted to be more ad- 
venturous in their play but were ultimately 
brought undone as Steven Carter scored as 

a result of a quick move from the visitors. 
From that point on neither side had a genuine 
chance with the match becoming a torrid 
midfield battle. 


ea 


woasas 


N@ Razorbacks 3 (Jake Navarro 35’, Josh 
Searle 49’, Chris Scuderi 89’) - Queen- 
sland Academy of Sport 0 

Mike Mulvey’s final match in charge of 
QAS before leaving to become the youth 
team coach for future A-League club Gold 
Coast United ended in disappointment as his 
side was beaten 3-0. The usual suspects for 
the Razorbacks did the damage with Jake 
Navarro, Josh Searle and Chris Scuderi all 
scoring to help the home side to a comfort- 
able 3-0 win. 

Recent matches between these two sides 
have seen the Razorbacks run out easy win- 
ners and this time was no exception as the 
young QAS side struggled to cope with the 
speed and physicality of the Razorbacks. 
QAS gave it their all though and were 
unlucky not to end up on the scoresheet with 
striker Josh McVey missing a couple of good 
chances. 


By Jarrod Ellis 
Photos by Brett McDonald 


QSL STANDINGS 


GWDL F AGDP 


1 Olympic FC 8 (| © 2 8 22 2p 
2 Brisbane Strikers 7601 21 6 15 18 
3NQ Razorbacks 7 50 2 16 10 6 15 
4 Redlands City Devil8 5 0 3 19 13 6 15 
5 QueenslandAoS 8 4 13 17 15 2 13 
6 FNQ Bulls 788 de i 2 Wo 
7 Logan United FC 7 223 11 15 -4 8 
8 Sunshine Coast 7 214 11 12 -1 7 
9 Capricorn Cougars 7 205 9 21 -126 
10 Whitsunday Miner7 1 0 6 13 21 -83 
11 Bundaberg Spirit 7007 3 31 -280 
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UNITED PULLS CLEAR AS RIVALS STUMBLE 


Sydney United raced seven points clear 
at the top of the NSW Premier League on 
Sunday by defeating one of their closest ri- 
vals, Sydney Olympic, 2-1 at home. Details 
can be found below. 

All of United’s challengers lost ground on the 
leaders, Sutherland in quite dramatic fashion. The 
Sharks, who had strung together some good wins in 
recent weeks, were defeated 4-3 by the Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles in a pulsating match at Seymour 
Shaw. Bonnyrigg, now under former Sutherland 
coach Brian Brown, stole the show at the close; 
with two minutes remaining, Sutherland were 3-2 
up and headed for clear second place, but a thun- 
dering shot from Milorad Simonovic levelled the 
game before a 35-yard special from Freddie Gra- 
ham rebounded off unfortunate Sutherland keeper 
Nathan Denham and in. 

Manly United were also involved in a memo- 
rable game, against Blacktown City at the Gabbie 
Stadium. Half an hour from full-time, Blacktown 
were 3-1 ahead, but two goals from former Syd- 
ney Olympic striker Josh Sama secured a precious 
point for Phil Moss’s men. Marconi, another side 
in the top five, had to settle for a draw against 
APIA-Leichhardt at Bossley Park, in the “Italo- 
Australian” derby. Robert Younis’s penalty in the 
first half for APIA was cancelled out in the final 
minute of injury time, when Ben Vidaic fired in a 
rebound to give the hosts a share of the spoils. 

On Sunday, Bankstown secured a much-needed 
three points by downing Penrith-Nepean 2-0 at 
home, while luckless Wollongong had another af- 
ternoon to forget, losing 2-0 at home to the West 
Sydney Berries in the basement battle. 


Sydney United 2-1 Sydney Olympic 

Five weeks ago, a late goal from Elsid Barkhou- 
sir gave Sydney United a crucial victory over a 
dangerous rival. On Sunday, at Edensor Park, the 
diminutive striker repeated the feat, and United 
saw off a resurgent Sydney Olympic in a vibrant 
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STH HOBART CREEP 


South Hobart were held to a 0-0 draw by bot- 
tom-side University at South Hobart on Satur- 
day but still moved a point clear at the top of the 
Forestry Tasmania Southern Premier League 
standings. 

“They came to defend and to get a point, and 
that’s what they did,” said Ken Morton, coach 
of South Hobart, whose side twice hit the wood- 
work. 

It was a costly draw for South Hobart as they lost 
Daniel Brown with an ankle injury and they stood 
to lose top spot on the ladder the following day 
if second-placed Tilford Zebras beat Kingborough 
Lions United. 

Sixth-placed Glenorchy Knights beat fifth-placed 
New Town Eagles 3-1 away at Clare Street after 
trailing to an excellent goal by Adam McKeown 
after 19 minutes. 

McKeown was played through by Alex Leszc- 
zynski and scored with a great shot off the inside 
of the far post. 

Second-half goals by Jackson Marsh and Amadu 
Koroma, who netted twice, gave Knights the points 
and enabled them to switch places with Eagles on 
the ladder. 

Knights were without their coach, Eamonn Kelly, 
who was interstate because of family reasons, and 
they left established players Tony Dzelalija, Ben 
Peter, Josh Fielding and Mynonge Kamba on the 
bench, while Anthony Grundy played in the re- 
serves. 

Marsh made it 1-1 in the 69th minute from Ko- 
roma’s cross from the left, while Koroma put 
Knights ahead in the 73rd minute after Kamba put 
Jade Clay away on the right and he crossed to the 
near post. 

Koroma was booked after taking his shirt off to 
celebrate. When he hit his second goal in the 85th 
minute, from Tom Sherman’s cross, he crawled 
through a sponsor’s sign but referee Craig Phillips 
decided not to give him a second yellow card. 
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game. 

Almost before the spectators had settled into their 
seats, Olympic were in front, from their very first 
attack. Tolgay Ozbey stormed down the right and 
cut the ball back sharply; rebounding off Milan 
Bosnar, it reached Matthew Mayora, whose reflex 
shot crept past Vedran Janjetovic in the United 
goal. 

United almost equalised three minutes later, when 
a sublime piece of interplay between Mitchell 
Thompson and Barkhousir on the left ended with 
a cross into the box for Ante Milicic. The United 
player-coach’s shot was smothered well by Sam 
Emmanouil. Four minutes later, Milicic slipped 
the ball deftly through to Todd Brodie on the right, 
but the latter’s dangerous cross was snatched by 
the Olympic keeper. 

The United defence was not looking at all com- 
fortable, and Olympic nearly went further ahead 
on 17 minutes, when Chris Trantis’ well-flighted 
corner from the left was involuntarily deflected 
towards goal by Milicic: Sam Munro did well to 
clear from the United line, with a back flick. 

United gradually gained the ascendancy. A feeble 
back-pass from Mirko Jurilj was pounced on by 
Barkhousir, but Emmanouil was again off his line 
quickly to avert the danger. Four minutes later 
Barkhousir had an even better chance to equalise, 
when an inspired run from Milicic on the left end- 
ed with a perfect cut-back; Barkhousir, however, 
miskicked, and the ball flew into the arms of Em- 
manouil. 

The hosts did finally equalise, in bizarre fashion, 
on the half-hour. A harmless ball into the box from 
Milicic found the Olympic defence fast asleep, and 
David Zdrilic was onto the loose ball in a flash. 
Neatly rounding the keeper, he guided the ball in 
from a tight angle with his left foot. 

Olympic almost restored their lead a minute later, 
when Chris Triantis, whose right foot caused Unit- 
ed problems all afternoon, crossed for Paul Wither 
to glance a header inches wide of the far post. 


Tolgay Ozbey, having a mixed game, squandered 
two half-chances before the break, while Brodie 
did not react quickly enough at the other end when 
a cross from the left reached him in space in the 
six-yard area. A lively half ended with the score 
at 1-1. 

Olympic began the second half in determined 
mood: Ozbey once again shot wide soon after the 
restart, and Wither won another header in the box 
on 49 minutes, from Iain Ramsay’s left-wing cross. 
Once again, it flew past the post. 

The game remained intriguing, but no more clear 
chances were created until the 65th minute, when 
there was a golden opportunity at each end. An- 
other dangerous free kick from Triantis was met by 
the head of Michael Cindric, who forced a brilliant 
save from Janjetovic. Then the ball went quickly 
down the other end, Barkhousir charged down 
the right and centred, and United substitute Luka 
Glavas fired the ball over the bar from point-blank 
range. 

A miskick from Janjetovic on 75 minutes almost 
gifted Olympic a goal, when Ozbey swiftly gath- 
ered the ball, rounded the keeper and shot; Bosnar 
was there to clear from the line. 

Nine minutes from time, the deadlock was bro- 
ken. Barkhousir moved cleverly to connect with 
a looping cross from Damon Collina on the right, 
and his header evaded the flailing arms of Emman- 
ouil and gave United the lead. 

Olympic surged into attack, but lacked the legs 
and the ideas to trouble United in the final minutes. 
Yet another half-chance for Ozbey on 83 minutes 
was all they had to show for their desperate sallies 
forward in the closing minutes, and United left the 
field to passionate applause from the home crowd. 
Among the interested spectators was Viteszlav 
Lavicka, the new coach of Sydney FC...perhaps 
looking for new recruits for the 2009/10 A-League 
season. 


Tasmania 


New Town Eagles’ Jacob Kavanagh gets airborne as team-mate Jacob Malakoff 
watches. 


Second-last Hobart Olympic scored twice through 
Michael Bulis just before the break against Clar- 
ence United to make it 2-2 at the interval in their 
match at Wentworth Park on Saturday night. 

Luke Cripps, in the 20th minute, and Chris Hunt 
in the 43rd, had put Clarence 2-0 up before Olym- 


pic’s revival in stoppage time at the end of the first 
half. 

But, Cripps completed his hat-trick in the sec- 
ond half with a penalty, awarded for Youssef Mo- 
hamad’s foul on Andy Barron, and then a far-post 
header from substitute Rowan Heggie’s marvellous 


FNSW RD 9 RESULTS 


PWDLF A GD P 


1 Sydney United 9720 20 6 14 23 
2 Manly United FC 944114 9 5 16 
3 Marconi Stallions 943219 8 11 15 
4 Sutherland Shark 9 4 3 2 20 12 8 15 
5 Sydney Olympic 9 5 0 4 20 18 2 15 
6 Bankstown City 93331210 2 12 
7 Penrith NepeanU9 3 3 3 10 12 -2 12 
8 Bonnyrigg White 9 2 4 3 14 18 -4 10 
9 Blacktown City 9243 9 14 -5 10 
10 West SydneyB 9 225 10 17 -7 8 
11 Sydney Tigers 92161117 -6 7 
12 WollongongFC 9117 7 25 -18 4 


Sutherland Sharks 3 (Panagiotis 
Nikas 40m Bradley Boardman 57m 
Christopher Price 74m) Bonnyrigg 
White Eagles 4 (Milorad Simonovic 
22/88m Almir Dizdaric 65m Fredrick 
Graham 94m), Marconi Stallions 1 
(Benjamin Vidaic 93m) Sydney Ti- 
gers 1 (Robert Younis 23m _ pen), 
Blacktown City Demons 3 (Christo- 
pher Bedzo 15m Luke Casserly 49m 
Joel Chianese 55m) Manly United 
FC 3 (Joel Grenell 23m Gosue Sama 
64/89m). Bankstown City FC 2 (Hus- 
sain Salameh 31m Robert Mileski 
52m) Penrith Nepean United 0, Syd- 
ney United 2 (David Zdrilic 32m Elsid 
Barkhousir 82m) Sydney Olympic 
1 (Own goal 4m), Wollongong FC 0 
West Sydney Berries 2 (Konstandi- 
nos Lagaudakis 20m Dimitri Zakilas 
84m) 


By Mike Salter 
In Sydney 
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cross, to give the home side a comfortable win. 

In the Forestry Tasmania Northern Premier 
League, Devonport City beat Somerset 3-1 
through goals by Nathan Grattan, Sean Howe and 
Chris McKenna. Jonathon Lo scored Somerset’s 
consolation goal. 

Launceston City downed bottom-side Launces- 
ton United 4-2, while Riverside Olympic beat UI- 
verstone 3-0. 

Prospect Knights squeezed home 3-2 against 
Burnie United. 


By Walter Pless 
Photo by Walter Pless 


TAS NORTHERN LEAGUE 


GWDL F A P 


Northern Rangers 5 4 1 0 14 5 13 
Devonport City 40) 4 Ai i WZ 
Prospect Knights 5 31113 5 10 
Somerset 3 3 OS We) 0 & 
Ulverstone § 3 OS il ie 
Burnie United 6204 14 16 6 
Riverside Olympi 5 2 0 3 13 15 6 
Launceston City H208 812 & 


TAS SOUTHERN LEAGUE 


GWDL F A P 
South Hobart 8 ® 2 I Ws = ily) 
Tilford Zebras fo 1 23 138 16 
Clarence United a2 2 al Ws We 
King Lions Utd FE3q 23 iW IZ 
Glenorchy Knights 8 4 0 4 18 23 12 
New Town Eagles 8 3 0 5 16 21 9 
Hobart Olympic BSZ15 1910 7 
University SO’ 3} 23 1 
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UNITED A STEP CLOSER 
Inter On The Brink 


Barca Smash Real, 


Barcelona, Manchester United, Inter 
Milan and Wolfsburg are on the brink of 
winning their respective league titles. 
GW’sJulius Ross checks out the action 
from the top of the European tables. 

We are, of course, talking 

about Manchester United lift- 
ing the English Premier League trophy. 

The Red Devils stretched their lead at the 
top of the league to six points over closest ri- 
vals Liverpool and Chelsea and, bar a miracle, 
they will be crowned champions come the end 
of May. 

The current champions dispatched of the 
challenge relegation threatened Middles- 
brough posed, despite Sir Alex Ferguson 
leaving Cristiano Ronaldo, Edwin van der 
Sar, Michael Carrick, Darren Fletcher and 
Anderson out of the action. 

With the crucial European Champions 
League decider against Arsenal midweek 
looming large, Sir Alex handed teenager Fed- 
erico Macheda his first start of the season. 

And it was the Italian youngster who dum- 
mied a Nemanja Vidic cross for stand-in cap- 
tain Ryan Giggs to emphatically thump home 
a left-footed strike on 25 minutes to give Unit- 
ed the advantage. 

The trademark finish was an ominous sug- 
gestion that the Premier League trophy will re- 
main at Old Trafford for yet another season. 

Giggs’ strike was the perfect response to 

criticism received over his crowning as the 
PFA player of the year last Sunday. 
Making his 801st appearance for United, the 
Welshman had been the centre of discus- 
sions over the award, with many considering 
the fact that 35-year-old had only started 12 
games this season when he won the award, 
and had only scored one goal, as an undeserv- 
ing candidate. 

But Giggs quashed the current negative 
commentary and let his feet do the talking, by 
doubling his goal tally for the season with a 
strike that is just as valuable to United’s ti- 
tle aspirations as his right-footed solo effort 
against West Ham in early February. 

Middlesbrough put on a brave show in front 
of the Riverside Stadium’s largest crowd this 
season of 33,767 — still over 1,000 short of 
capacity — pressuring United and fighting 
courageously against the league leaders for 
every ball, but as the 18 positions on the table 
that separate the sides suggest, the Red Devils 
were a league apart from their competitors. 

It was United who put the game beyond 
doubt, when Giggs’ South-Korean team-mate, 
Park Ji-Sung, doubled the advantage with a 
powerful strike after a superb through-ball 
from Wayne Rooney on 51 minutes. 

From then on, United shifted into cruise con- 
trol as Middlesbrough made several changes, 
but to no avail. 


ENGLAND 
It is now only a matter of time. 


While United look destined to secure a third 
successive League title, Middlesbrough 
looked destined for the drop. 

Liverpool will continue to apply pressure to 
United by gaining a victory over struggling 
Newcastle on Sunday, but if they fail to gain 
maximum points, it may be curtains for the 
club from Merseyside. 

Chelsea applied some pressure of its own on 
Liverpool, who will have to be wary of the 
Blues’ chances of overtaking them in second 
spot. 
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Ryan Giggs’ strike points United towards an record equaling EPL title. 


Guus Hiddink’s side defeated Fulham 3-1 to 
move equal on points with the second-placed 
Reds, although having played a extra match 
Liverpool can go three points clear if they win 
on Sunday. 

Chelsea opened the scoring in the west-Lon- 
don derby against rivals Fulham within the 
first minute through the in-form Frenchman 
Nicolas Anelka. 

But Fulham replied quickly through Norwe- 
gian Erik Nevland when he finished coolly in 
a one-on-one situation with Petr Cech. 

The early goals continued to flow with Flo- 
rent Malouda restoring Chelsea’s advantage 
on 10 minutes, but it wasn’t until the second 
half that Didier Drogba put the result beyond 
Fulham’s reach with a third from a superb 
counter-attack. 

Arsenal looks certain to round out the top 
four on the league table after they thrashed 
Portsmouth 3-0 away at Fratton Park. 

The usually off-target Nicklas Bendtner net- 
ted two goals, a header and a penalty, while 
a cool finish from Mexican Carlos Vela com- 
pleted out the rout. 


half in what was turning out to be a classic, as 
Sergio Ramos made it 3-2 on 56 minutes. 

But Barca continued to apply the pressure and 
added three second-half goals in the space of 
25 minutes to secure all three points. 

Notably, Pique’s 83rd minute strike was Bar- 
ca’s 100th league goal of the season. 

The victory was in stark contrast to the cor- 
responding fixture last season, where Barca 
was humbled 4-1 by the Madrid after giving 
the hosts a guard of honour for winning the 
Primera Division. 

Barca are now seven points clear of Madrid 
with four matches to play, and the La Liga 
title looks set to head north. 


SPAIN 
EE s Barcelona have put one hand on 
: the La Liga trophy after dealing 
out a footballing lesson to hum- 
ble their nearest title rivals, Real 
Madrid, as the two Spanish giants played 
out a scintillating E] Clasico. 
In what was Real’s last hope of catching Bar- 
celona at the top of the league, the Catalans 
turned on the style with three goals in each 
half to record a 6-2 victory over the Galac- 
ticos. 
Not since January 1994 has Barcelona re- 
corded such an emphatic victory over their 
fierce rivals, when Brazilian Romario netted 
a hat-trick to guide them to a 5-0 demolition 
of Madrid. 
In the present, it was another South American, 
Lionel Messi, who ran rampant over Los Blan- 
cos, the Argentine netting a brace as he played 
a typically inspirational role at the forefront of 
the Barca attack. 
Messi’s strike partner, Thierry Henry also net- 
ted a double, while Carlos Puyol and Gerard 
Pique netted the extras to silence the Bern- 
abeu. 
But it wasn’t all easy sailing for Barca. 
Madrid looked sharp early in the first half 
when Gonzalo Higuain sent the home crowd 
into raptures with a goal on 14 minutes, before 
Henry, Puyol and Messi turned the match on 
its head in 18 first-half minutes. 
Madrid reduced the arrears early in the second 


ITALY 

Inter Milan are on the brink of 
a a fourth successive Serie A title 

after they defeated Lazio 2-0 at 

the San Siro. 
Sitting 10 points clear at the top of the table 
with four matches remaining, Inter can secure 
the Scudetto at Chievo Verona in next week- 
end’s fixtures, if their city rivals AC Milan fail 
to pick up maximum points in their clashes 
with Catania on Sunday and Juventus the fol- 
lowing week. 
Swedish international Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
opened the scoring for the league leaders on 
58 minutes, while Sulley Muntari added a 
second with 20 minutes remaining as Ibrahi- 
movic turned provider. 
Ibrahimovic’s electric display was marred 
slightly by a yellow card, which rules him 
out of the side’s clash at Chievo, where Jose 
Mourinho’s team can potentially claim the 
title with three games to spare. 


GERMANY 

Bosnian striker Edin Dzeko has 
single-handedly given Wolfs- 
burg a three-point lead at the 
top of the Bundesliga table with 
four matches to play, as the side thumped 
Hoffenhiem 4-0. 

Dzeko produced a 12-minute, second-half dis- 
play of rare skill to net a sublime hat-trick. 
Bundesliga top-scorer Grafite then added a 
fourth in the dying moments of the second 
half with a penalty, and his 23rd goal of the 
season, to give Wolfsburg a real chance of se- 
curing their first ever Bundesliga title. 
Second-placed and current champions Bay- 
ern Munich are three points adrift, despite 
beating Borussia Moenchengladbach 2-1, 
through goals from Bastian Schweinstegier 
and Hamit Altintop. 


EPL STANDINGS 


P GDPTS 

1 Man Utd 34 40 80 
2 Liverpool 34 40 74 
3 Chelsea 35 38 74 
4 Arsenal 35 31 68 
5 Aston Villa 34 6 55 
6 Everton 34 12 53 
7 West Ham 35 1 48 
8 Man City 35 10 47 
9 Fulham 35 47 47 
10 Tottenham 35 1 47 
11 Wigan 34 -7 42 
12 Bolton 35 -11 39 
13 Stoke 35 -17 39 
14 Portsmouth 35 -18 38 
15 Blackburn 35 -20 37 
16 Sunderland 34 -15 35 
17 Hull 34 -22 34 
18 Newcastle 34 -16 31 
19 Middlesbrough 35 -26 31 
20 West Brom 35 -31 28 

BUNDESLIGA STANDINGS 

P GDPTS 

1 Wolfsburg 30 30 60 
2 Bayern Munich 30 23 57 
3 VfB Stuttgart 30 15 55 
4 Hertha Berlin 29 8 55 
5 Hamburg 29 2 54 
6 Borussia Dortmund 30 16 52 
7 Schalke 04 30 15 49 
8 Bayer Leverkusen 30 14 45 
9 TSG Hoffenheim 30 9 45 
10 Werder Bremen 29 14 39 
11 Hannover 96 30 -16 35 
12 Eintracht Frankfurt 30 -13 32 
13 Cologne 29 -14 32 
14 VfL Bochum 30 -14 28 
15 Cottbus 30 -25 27 
16 Arminia Bielefeld 30 -19 26 
17 Borussia M’gladbach 30 -20 24 
18 Karlsruhe 30 -25 23 

SPL STANDINGS 

P GD PTS 
1 Celtic 34 47 77 
2 Rangers 33 42 73 
3 Hearts 33 3 54 
4 Dundee Utd 34 4 52 
5 Aberdeen 34 1 48 
6 Hibernian 34 -4 42 
SERIE A STANDINGS 

P GDPTS 
1 Inter Milan 34 35 77 
2 AC Milan 33 33 67 
3 Juventus 33 27 65 
4 Fiorentina 33 13 58 
5 Genoa 33 11 57 
6 Roma 33 0 52 
7 Cagliari 33 7 49 

PRIMERA LIGA 

P GD PTS 
1 Barcelona 34 72 85 
2 Real Madrid 34 38 78 
3 Sevilla 34 10 60 
4 Valencia 33 15 56 
5 Villarreal 34 3 55 
6 Atletico Madrid 33 13 52 
7 Malaga 34 -1 51 


By Julius Ross 
Photos by Soccer Way 
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Golden Gloves Dept. 


FOOTBALL NOTICEBDARD 


EPL COACH HEADS DOWN UNDER 
Local Keepers Put On High Alert 


All Goalkeepers in Melbourne Metro and 
Country be prepared. You will soon have a 
professional UK Premier League Goalkeeper 
Coach in town for a series of goalkeeping clin- 
ics. 

David Coles the current Senior Goalkeeper 
coach at Portsmouth FC will be in Melbourne 
to runs a series of Goalkeeper coaching sessions 
including clinics, private sessions and work with 
local clubs and schools in early June 09. 

David has been working at Portsmouth FC in 
the English Premier League for the last 4 years 
which has seen him working closely with and as- 
sisting the current England No 1, David James. 

Premier Football Tuition, Melbourne’s leading 
goalkeeper coaching academy, is hosting David’s 
visit. This is not the first time that PFT have been 
able to do this. In 2007 Premier Football Tuition 
was able to host Eric Steele (current Manchester 
United senior goalkeeper coach, pictured right) 
for a series of clinics, working with over 200 lo- 
cal goalkeepers during his visit. 

During David’s career he played over 200 
League games and played 450 non-league games 
in what was a great career over many years. Da- 
vid played at Crystal Palace, Fulham and Bir- 
mingham in the UK and was one of the first Brit- 
ish keepers to play in Europe 

Looking to remain in football after the conclu- 
sion of his playing career David started to coach, 
initially with the Sondico and Adidas goalkeep- 
ing schools. 

David began working at Southampton FC ini- 
tially on the academy program which targets the 
12-17 year old age groups and gained his UEFA 
B licences in both Goalkeeping and Outfield 
play. Soon after this David moved into working 
with the senior team at Southampton on a part 
time basis — 3 days a week. In 1999 David start- 
ed working full time at Southampton and stayed 
with the Saints. 


In safe hands: David Coles with 
the FA Cup after Pompey 
triumphed in 2008. 


At Southampton, David had the opportunity 
of working with Antti Niemi (Finnish National 
Goalkeeper — 64 caps), Paul Jones (Welsh Na- 
tional Goalkeeper — 50 caps), Paul Smith, Neil 
Moss, Alan Blayney, Michael Poke and Andrew 
McNeil. 

In 2005 David was approached by Portsmouth 
FC’s manager Harry Redknapp (now Manager 
at Tottenham Hotspur FC) to take charge of the 
first team keepers. Modesty forbids David from 
taking credit for David James regaining the Eng- 
land shirt but the programme they have jointly 


worked on is regarded as innovative and ‘out of 
the box’. 

One of the highlights in David’s career was the 
2008 FA Cup win by Portsmouth over Cardiff. 
This is the second attempt at the FA cup for Da- 
vid with Southampton losing in 2003 to Arsenal. 

Since 2005, David’s current position at Ports- 
mouth FC has had him working with a series of 
elite goalkeepers such as David James (Current 
England No.1 Goalkeeper — 48 caps), Dean Kiely 
(Republic of Ireland International Goalkeeper — 
10 caps), Sander Westerveld (Dutch Internation- 
al Goalkeeper — 6 caps), Konstantinos “Kostas” 
Chalkias (Greek International Goalkeeper 
—23 caps) and he is also still working with Jamie 
Ashdown and Asmir Begovic (Canadian U20 In- 
ternational Goalkeeper — 11 caps). 

David has recently signed a long-term coach- 
ing deal with Portsmouth after being head hunted 
by Harry Redknapp 7 games into the season and 
with Spurs’ goalkeepers struggling between the 
sticks. 

In 2002 David was asked by Crowood Press to 
produce a book on goalkeeping, released in 2003 
called Goalkeeping.... The Specialist. To ac- 
company the book he produced a DVD in 2004, 
which has now sold over 2500 copies world 
wide and the DVD also includes a documentary 
on goalkeeping and gives you a complete insight 
into David’s world of coaching. 

His future plans include developing his own 
website for developing and training 

coaches and another DVD in response to his first 
released for hopefully in 2010. 

The holder of both the Goalkeeping and Ad- 
vanced Outfield UEFA A Licences David is also 
a Generic tutor coach and has coached for the 
F.A. More recently David was asked by the 
Northern Irish F.A to put on a coaches develop- 
ment school in May 2008. 

David is in Melbourne from the 2nd to the 11th 


of June and will be hosting 

a series of goalkeeper clinics and workshops 
with the help of Melbourne’s 

leading goalkeeper academy - Premier Football 
Tuition. 


Details of David Coles Goalkeeper Clinics 
are: 

Melbourne: 

. Saturday 6th June 2009 — Junior 13 
- loyrs — Full Day — Latrobe University, Bun- 
doora 

. Sunday 7th June 2009 — Senior (15yrs 
& up) — Full Day — Latrobe University, Bundoo- 
ra 


. 10yrs — 12yrs 

2.5hrs — Venue/Date/Time TBC 

° Elite (VPL / Elite Goalkeepers) 
3.0hrs — Venue/Date/Time TBC 

° Coaches session 


3.0hrs — Venue/Date/Time TBC 


Geelong: 
. Monday 8th June 2009 (Queens Birth- 
day) 12yrs to Seniors - Bell Park Sports Club 


David Coles is also available for private coach- 
ing sessions with individuals, clubs and schools. 


For more information or to book a coaching ses- 
sion with David Coles when he is in Melbourne, 
please contact Premier Football Tuition Roy 
Hunter 0424 058 147 or Peter Zois on 0415 255 
505 or visit the website: www.premierfootball- 
tuition.com 


By Roy Hunter 
Photos by Joe Peplar 
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THE BEST PLAYER OF THE YEAR? 
Murmurs Surround Giggsy s Award 


In 2007 the multi-award winning director 
Martin Scorsese won his very first Best 
Director Oscar for the film The Departed. 
Although not as good as the Hong Kong 
action-thriller Infernal Affairs, upon which 
it was based, The Departed is without 
doubt a well made film which was certainly 
award worthy. However, this film was 

in no way the best film of the year, and it 

is undoubtedly not Scorsese’s best film. 
Perhaps he should have won the Oscar 

in years previous for Goodfellas, or Taxi 
Driver, or even Mean Streets, all great 
flicks. But he didn’t. Instead, he was given 
a Best Director Oscar for a film which did 
not deserve the honour. Instead the award 
actually equates to a lifetime achievement 
award. Whoever decides on Oscar winners 
obviously felt that he deserved an award 
for his body of work since most of his later 
films are in no way comparable in quality to 
his earlier work. 

On the surface it seems that Martin Scors- 
ese and Ryan Giggs have nothing in com- 
mon. One is American whilst the other is 
English (sorry, Welsh). One is a fairly old 
film director with a hell of a lot of money, 
and the other is a mid-thirty year old foot- 
baller who actually also has a lot of money. 
However in the last week Giggsy has had 
something happen to him which makes him 
very much comparable to Scorsese. He 
was awarded something which he deserved 
years ago, but in no way deserves now. 

In case you’re a little confused, I'll ex- 
plain that Ryan Giggs has just won the PFA 
Player of the Year award. As I suggested a 
few weeks ago, this award generally goes to 
a player from a title contending team, and 
this year was no different. In fact every one 
of the six players nominated for the award 
this year are currently playing for either of 
the top two Premiership sides, Manchester 
United and Liverpool. Not even any Ar- 
senal or Chelsea players managed to sneak 
in. And of the six players, Gerrard, Van Der 
Sar, Vidic, Ferdinand, Giggs and Ronaldo, it 
appears that Ryan Giggs is the best of them. 

As I have suggested so far, there is simply 
no way that the United legend has been the 
best player this season. The main reason for 
this is because Giggsy has not been a regu- 
lar first-team starter this season, and of the 
thirty three games that United have played 
as of the writing of this article, Giggs has 
only started in twelve. Ferguson and others 
have suggested that this means nothing, and 
the impact that he has had in those games 
is more than other players have had all who 
have been playing in almost every game. 

I apologise, but that is just rubbish. Of 
course Giggs has had an impact, but there is 
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There’s no doubt a vintage Ryan Giggs was one of the best players on the planet, 


but was he really that good this year? 


no way that a player who has started in only 
twelve games can have the same impact as 
someone who has played more games. And 
even if you can believe that he can, I don’t 
think Giggs has had such an outstanding 
season in those twelve games that he merits 
winning the award ahead of players that 
have played a whole lot more. 

It’s not even as if Giggs stats this season 
are amazing either, as he has only scored 
one Premier League goal, against West 
Ham. Granted, it was a good goal, but one 
goal in twelve starts, no matter how good it 
was, in no way suggests a player which is 
having a massive impact of the Premiership 
season. 

With the exception of Edwin van der Sar, 
I think that every other player deserves the 
award over Giggs. And there are some 
players, such as Wayne Rooney, Frank 
Lampard and even my player of the season 
(from outside the top four) Tim Cahill that 
actually deserved to be nominated over 
Ryan Giggs, let alone deserving to win the 
award ahead over him. 

Of those nominated I would have given 
the award to Liverpool’s Steven Gerrard. 
Not only has he played, and started, in most 
of Liverpool’s games this season, he has 
also had the greatest impact on the whole 
Premiership title race. Granted, maybe 
Fernando Torres would have had a larger 
impact had he been fit all season, but that 
wasn’t the case. Instead, Gerrard dragged 
his team, and it is definitely his team, 
into the title race in the same way that he 
almost single-handedly won the Champions 
League and FA Cup for the reds in previ- 
ous seasons. One Rafa Benitez should be 


thanking whichever God he believes in that 
Stevie G is a member of his squad, because 
otherwise he would be a distant, and rather 
sour, memory in the minds of Liverpool 
fans. To compare Gerrard this season with 
Giggs is laughable; the former has sim- 

ply been a class above. In my opinion he 
should have won the PFA award the last 
three years, over Ronaldo, as without him 
Liverpool would probably struggle to fin- 
ish in the top four, let alone win European 
Cups. 

Don’t get me wrong, though, I do really 
like Ryan Giggs. In fact, I think he is prob- 
ably in the top three Premier League players 
since its beginning, as well as being one of 
the greatest players in the history of Eng- 
land’s, and maybe even the world’s, biggest 
club. Had he decided to play for England 
rather than Wales, maybe we would have 
won a European Championship or even a 
World Cup. Ironically enough, Giggs has 
been nominated for the award before, and 
should have won it before, and this is prob- 
ably the only year he has been nominated in 
which he did not deserve the award. 

One only has to think back to 1999, when 
Giggs lost the award to David Ginola of 
Spurs. I watched Giggs on television score 
one of the best goals I have seen in arguably 
the best ever FA Cup semi-final against Ar- 
senal, effectively keeping their FA Cup, and 
subsequent Trophy Treble, on track. Giggs 
had pace and skill, he could pass, cross and 
shoot, and he was, is and will always be a 
model professional. But that does not mean 
that he should have won the award for best 
player of the season. 

The whole voting process for the PFA 
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award has several major flaws. In a season 
in which there is a runaway winner, as 
Ronaldo was last year, or as Henry was a 
couple of times whilst he was at Arsenal, 
these flaws are masked. But when there is 
no stand out winner, at least in the major- 
ity of people’s opinions, these flaws are 
greatly exposed. The most significant of 
these flaws is the date in which the voting 
is done, early February. As Arsene Wenger 
suggests, surely if one is looking to find a 
player who has had a great impact on the 
season one must take into account how a 
player performs during the most important 
phase of the season, February through to 
May. Discounting this time, as the PFA 
award does, means a player who leads his 
team to the title by playing well may not 
win the award since he did not play as well 
in the early part of the season. 

As I have said before, I like Giggs and 
wish he had won the award before, but not 
this year. It’s important to mention that 
some pundits and players have said that he 
has earned the award this year, however 
when they talk about how much he does de- 
serve it this year, they always mention that 
he should have won it before, rather than 
pointing out how good he has been this sea- 
son, because as I’ve suggested, he hasn’t. 
Of course, we can never all agree that one 
player or another has been the best, as we 
all have different opinions. And differing 
opinions is one of the things that makes 
football great. But in this case I’m afraid to 
say, if you do think that Giggs should have 
won the PFA award, you are sadly mistak- 
en. It should have been Gerrard. 
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By Leroy Jerome Robinson in the UK 


LONDON CALLING 


KEEPING WITH THE ENEMY 
Almunia To Be England s Next Numero Uno? 


When is a Spaniard not a Spaniard? When 
he has lived and worked in England for 
five years. 

Manuel Almunia, Arsenal’s 31 year-old 
Spanish stopper, will be eligible for dual 
nationality later this year, meaning he will 
be qualified to play for England. Though it 
has been known for some time that Manuel 
could choose to become a naturalised British 
citizen, this week the news has gathered mo- 
mentum. 

Harry Redknapp, manager of Spurs, claims 
that the Arsenal keeper should not be allowed 
to play for England. 

“He is not English. If it came to a choice be- 
tween England winning the World Cup with 
a Spanish keeper or not winning it, I’d rather 
not win.” 

Almunia, for his part, has claimed he would 
consider playing for England. Why? One 
suspects it isn’t out of any affinity with this 
country, more because with Iker Casillas (27) 
and Pepe Reina (26) standing in the way of 
a Spain call-up he knows if he is to have an 
international career it will not be with his na- 
tive country, so England would be a second 
choice. 

There is no doubt he is a good goalkeeper 
and in my view would stand a chance of be- 
ing part of Fabio Capello’s squad if he were 
already English. But he isn’t and Redknapp 
goes further in his interview in The Sun 
newspaper. 

“Tf we cannot produce our own footballers, 
our own generation of keepers to play for 
England, then we don’t deserve to win any- 
thing in the first place. And secondly, I would 
not be interested in an England team that was 
full of non-English players.” 

He goes on to say. 

“You’re English if you were born here or your 
mum and dad were born here. In that case, I 
don’t care if your family comes from India, 
Australia, Pakistan or Jamaica — you’re 
English in my mind. But someone like Almu- 
nia, who comes here from Spain and spends a 
few years playing for Arsenal, does not sud- 
denly become English,” he said. 

There lies the crux of the argument. There 
is no part of Almunia that is English. He get a 
UK passport and for aesthetic purposes won’t 
be classed as a foreigner in Arsene Wenger’s 
foreign troupe but for all intents and purposes 
he is still Spanish and always will be. 

But should that stop him wanting to play 
for England and should Redknapp be more 
welcoming? 

Whether he decides he would like to plays 
for England is his choice and Redknapp is 
entitled to his own views. More poignant is 
that there are many precedents for ‘foreign’ 
players playing for national teams, ones that 
do not fall within Redknapp’s range of na- 
tionality. 


Issue 10 


We specialise in: 


Manuel Almunia could be eligible to represent the Three Lions. 


Spain didn’t mind recruiting Marcos Senna 
in 2006, almost as soon as he qualified for 
Spanish citizenship. I imagine the Spanish 
people couldn’t care less that a Brazilian 
helped them win the European Champion- 
ships in 2008. 

Italy has the Argentine Mauro Camoranesi 
and Croatia has another Brazilian, Eduardo. 
Brazilians Deco and Pepe have no qualms 
turning out for Portugal and Mehmet Aurelio 
(another Samba star) became the first natura- 
lised player to put on a Turkey jersey. 

It’s not as if other nations really care so 
much as long as it helps their national team. 
Yes there was some debate and dissent in the 
various countries but once the player was 
picked the fuss died down. 

The same would happen with Almunia but 
in all honesty the outcry over his inclusion 
would be just the start. As a goalkeeper he 
would be under the highest scrutiny. All mis- 
takes would be analysed constantly on TV 
and his performances for Arsenal would be 
given more attention than a stripper’s ap- 
pearance in a prison. Would he really want 
the hassle that becoming England’s custodian 
would bring with it? 

Fabio Capello isn’t one to pander to the 
crowd and with David James often looking 
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shaky in goal it would not surprise me if 
the Italian took in a few Arsenal games, and 
not only to look at Theo Walcott. Redknapp 
seems to agree. 

“T have nothing against Almunia. He is 
a good keeper and he had a good game for 
Arsenal on Wednesday night against Man- 
chester United. But he is no better, in fact 
I don’t think he is as good as, David James, 
the current England No 1. Almunia should 
play for Spain, that is his country. But he is 
not exactly knocking on their door, is he? I 
just wouldn’t be interested in a World Cup in 
which England had a Spanish goalkeeper.” 

Arsene Wenger, his club manager has pre- 
dictably sided with the player. “I believe he is 
not only good enough, but he is the best,” stat- 
ed Wenger. This is a man who recommended 
Theo Walcott to then England coach Sven 
Goran Ericsson. Walcott went to the World 
Cup in 2006 as a raw teenager and played 
zero minutes. Wenger’s opinion on England 
matters is about as reliable as a newspaper 
astrology column. 

I would prefer that keepers like Ben Foster, 
Robert Green and Chris Kirkland were given 
a fair chance, something that hasn’t happened 
up until now. 

Apart from whether he is as good as Da- 
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vid James the main beef in the forums and 
articles I have looked at seems to be that he 
is not really English. Here is where I agree 
with Redknapp. I also don’t want to see play- 
ers that are not good enough to play for their 
country striding down the aisle in England 
colours simply because it is the next best 
option. Call it pride or call it a small Island 
mentality but I happen to think we can pro- 
duce our own footballers. For all those who 
point to other sports where foreign players 
have played for England I argue that we have 
enough footballers to be able to pick a squad 
of 22 Englishmen. 

So will it ever be ok for a foreigner to play 
for England? In my eyes no. Yes Capello 
may be Italian but a coach isn’t the same as 
a player. Harry is right in his definition of 
who is English and who is not, apart from 
one thing. If someone is raised here from a 
young age and put through our school sys- 
tem, like John Barnes, then they are English 
in my opinion. I also disagree with Harry in 
his assessment that the floodgates will open 
if Almunia is allowed to play for England. 
The idea that foreign players will invade the 
England team like shoppers at a Harrods sale 
is grossly overestimating the pull of playing 
for England. 

That said there are many fans in favour of 
him playing, citing him as the best choice as 
England goalkeeper. Presumably those fans 
would also not mind if England fielded a team 
of non-English players, as long as they were 
all eligible and were all ‘the best choice’. You 
can’t have it both ways. My view is that hav- 
ing the best eligible players in an England 
shirt is secondary to the importance of having 
a national identity within your national team. 

Perhaps I’m being a nationalist but play- 
ing football for England is a privilege I don’t 
want bestowed upon non-English players 
not good enough to get a game for their own 
country. Anyway, what’s the point of having 
an England team if non-English people can 
play? 

The funny thing is Almunia could even play 
for Northern Ireland, Scotland or Wales as his 
naturalisation would cover the British Isles. 
These are countries that would need him 
more. Manuel McAlmunia has a nice ring to 
it! 

If Almunia doesn’t play for England the 
day will eventually come when an Argentine 
or Brazilian comes along that is too good for 
even the English to refuse him the right to 
play. Just like everyone else, when that day 
comes I’ll just have to live with it, and yes if 
England wins the world cup I’1l be celebrating 
along with our newest naturalised citizen. 


For football news, videos and opinion visit 
www.bleedfootball.info 
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BRUNSWICK AND 
DEVILS SHARE THE 
POINTS 


Brunswick City 0 
Thomastown Devils 0 


Brunswick City and the Thomastown 
Devils played out a scoreless draw at 
Dunstan Reserve on Saturday in a game 
that presented very little as a spectacle. 

Both teams tried to create but the com- 
bination of an uneven surface, good oppo- 
sition intensity and inaccurate distribution 
meant that both teams struggled to get the 
ball effectively into their final third. Bruns- 
wick probably won the tussle earlier getting 
some good drive through Madarovski in the 
middle but as the game wore on the tenacity 
of the visitors increased and they began to 
get on top. 

In fact it was Thomastown that had the 
better chances of the first half with D. Pis- 
tininzi forcing Brunswick’s custodian, Dim- 
itropoulos to make two good saves. In the 
21’ Awad’s well executed free kick was just 
headed over the bar in what appeared a well 
rehearsed moved whilst just before the main 
break Cuculoglu’ s volley went just wide. 

The ‘Devils” coach Joe Montagnese could 
have been well pleased with his team’s ef- 


Match Reports 


forts in the first half although they had little 
to show for it on the scoreboard. For Bruns- 
wick’s Ciantar the fact that his defence was 
playing well and that he hadn’t conceded a 
goal was positive and with his teams recent 
good second half performances he too must 
have gone into the second half with an air 
of optimism. 

Brunswick did come out in a more posi- 
tive frame of mind and got on top early but 
the visitors were still quite resilient in de- 
fence. In fact Brunswick’s best chance of 
the second half fell deep into the second half 
when David Garisto broke free on the right 
and hammered his shot on goal only to see 
Thomastown keeper, Ciric, get his finger- 
tips on the shot and send it over the bar. The 
game was marred by the numerous number 
of fouls committed by both teams resulting 
in a lack of continuity in play. Experienced 
match referee Phil Taverna also appeared to 
raise many eyebrows with the quality of his 
decisions which fuelled the ire of many of 
the Brunswick supporters who felt they had 
been hard done by. 

The shared points mean that Brunswick 
drops one place to second after East Alto- 
na’s win whilst Thomastown move to eight 
points and find themselves in eighth posi- 
tion. For Brunswick’s Tony Ciantar even 
though points dropped at home are disap- 
pointing the fact that the depth of his squad 
is at its limit and with five or so regulars to 


The Brunswick City squad hope to gain promotion this season. 


come back over the next couple of weeks 
things are looking promising. 

The reserve teams also played out a draw 
although both teams scored once. For Bruns- 
wick 17 year old Steven Ridis scored. 


Best:A. Garisto, S. Suessspeck, M. Karas, 
G. Defeo (Brunswick) Awad, D. Pistininzi, 
Cuculoglu, Lamanda (Thomastown) 


Line ups: 
Brunswick City: (Ciantar) Dimitropou- 


los, Danos, Dennis Sadik, Suessspeck, A. 
Garisto, Daniel Sadik, Madarovski, D. 
Garisto , Karas Stafrace (Tsalkos 88’) G. 
Defeo 


Thomastown Devils: (Montagnese) Ciric, 
Mirando, Awad, Damiano, Robertson, D. 
Pistininzi (Dixon 81’), M. Pistininzi, Cu- 
culoglu, Spiteri, Packovski, Lamanda 


By Loui Simopoulos 
State League Division NW 2 


KNOX LEAKS 
GOALS AGAIN 


Heatherton Utd 4 
Knox City 1 


Heatherton Utd got back on the winning 
path with a deserved victory over a disap- 
pointing Knox City, which conceded four 
goals for the second week running. 

Heatherton won this game because they 
were more determined, never stopped chas- 
ing and harrying the opposition and took 
their chances. By contrast, Knox was lethar- 
gic, gave the ball away too often and looked 
a shadow of the side that finished runners- 
up last year. 


Heatherton took the lead in the 9th minute 
when Skenderovic drove a free kick from 
fully 35 metres out on the left wing into the 
opposite corner of the net. Although it was a 
well-struck free-kick, Jorgensen in the Knox 
goal misjudged the flight of the ball. 

Saleh and Sanita both blazed over be- 
fore Knox started to claw its way back into 
the game. They should have been level in 
the 20th minute when great lead up work 
from Kerr left Peutherer in the clear but he 
dragged his shot wide of the post with only 
the keeper to beat. 

The home side went two up in the 32nd 
minute when Memdovski received the ball 
in the area and was allowed to waltz past 
three defenders before toe-poking the ball 
past Jorgensen. 

Knox got the break through they needed 


just after the interval. A kerr free kick to 
the far post had the defence in disarray and 
Memeti could only deflect the ball past his 
own keeper. 

The recovery died almost as quickly as 
it began when three minutes later Heather- 
ton regained the two goal advantage. A long 
throw-in found Memdovski at the near post. 
He turned his man expertly and fired home 
from close range. 

The rout was complete in the 67th min- 
ute when Jorgensen made another error and 
spilled the ball allowing Klehic the easiest 
of tasks to net. 

Knox will need to improve substantially 
next week against Diamond Valley which is 
unbeaten in its last four matches. Heather- 
ton is away to Eastern Lions. 


Heatherton Utd: F- Kumalic, R Don Paul, 
N. D’Angelo (E. Trancoscevic — 67th), M. 
Memeti (F. L’Eveille — 79th), A. Saleh, A. 
Memedovski (J. M’Depieu — 62nd), M. 
Skenderovic, D. Karamehmedovic, M. Kle- 
hic, D. Cirkic, C. Sanita. Subs not used — 
K. Puric, G. Roberts. 


Knox City: M. Jorgensen, A. Edgar, C. 
Kerr, S, Barrero (N. Giannopoulos — 72nd), 
B. Karaga, A. Saunders (M. Orr — 56th), D. 
Veljovic (S. Groom — 62nd), A. Jackson, J. 
Valadon, N. Veljovic. S. Peutherer. Subs 
Not Used: M. Hoogendyk, C. Marshall. 


Dinamo Guernsey Pr 


St Albans Dinamo held its Annual 
Guernsey Presentation night last Sat- 
urday evening in front of its Sponsors, 
Supporters and Brimbank City Council 
Mayor Cr Troy Atanasovski and Cr 
Robert Shamon, as well as Croatian 
activist MR. Petar Gelo and Channel 31 
presenter Janja Jaman. Ms Jaman 
recorded the evening preceding which can 
be seen on Channel 31 on May 3 at 5pm. 
Newly formed “Croate” band entertained 
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the gests with some old favourites as well 
as some English classics and offcourse 

the ever popular with the ladies “Kolo”. 

In his opening speech Saints President Mr 
Vlado Brekalo welcomed all the guests and 
thanked them for their support and assured 
them that the works on the refurbishment 
of the dressing rooms will be done at the 
end of the season so as to not interfere with 
the current campaign. On the lighter side 
hard working Saints committee member 


esentation Night 


Marijana Kutlesa did excellent work as a 
interviewer for the Channel 31 program, 
quizzing the players and Coaches of the 
Saints Seniors, Reserves and the Under 18 
sides on the expectations for the current 
season, could there be a Logie around the 
corner? We shall wait and see. Job well 
done Marijana! Evening concluded with 
the auction of the Saints new orange away 
Guernsey modelled on the one Dinamo 
Zagreb wears away, and the raffle draw. 


Marijana with Joe Loncaric 


Issue 10 


Weekly 


NORTHCOTE PULLS CLEAR 


Langy Takes Derby Day Honours 


Northcote City have continued their 
dream run since being promoted to 
State League One with another vic- 
tory, this time a 2-0 defeat of winless 
Springvale at White Eagles Stadium 
on Saturday night. 

Trent Rixon and Dimitrios Archiman- 
dritis both kicked off proceedings with 
two goals in rapid succession, handing the 
visitors a well-deserved half time advan- 
tage. Try as the White Eagles might in the 
second half though, they simply could not 
breach the defence of the ladder-leading 
City. The three points means Northcote 
protect their place at the head of the table, 
while Springvale remain firmly entrenched 
at the bottom of the table, still searching 
for their first win of the season. 

The Bulleen Royals remain the only side 
not to have dropped any points to date this 
year, with three wins from as many games 
after a come-from-behind 2-1 defeat of the 
Western Suburbs at Ralph Reserve yester- 
day. Suburbs opened the scoring with a first 
half goal, taking a surprise lead into the 
break. However, the Royals emerged full of 
vigour and were rewarded with an equa- 
liser, and before long, they scored again 
in what proved to be the winning goal. 
Bulleen remain two points off the pace, 
though they do have two games in hand, as 
opposed to Suburbs; who are sitting mid- 
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table after five matches. 

In another example of the immediate 
impact that newly-promoted sides can 
potentially make; Pascoe Vale have jumped 
into third place with a fighting 1-0 win over 
St Albans at Churchill Reserve yesterday. 
Michael Talevski emerged the hero for the 
away side after he scored the only goal of 
the game in the second half when the game 
seemed to be set for a goalless stalemate. 
The loss comes on top of the Saints’ draw 
last week, showing they have come back to 
the field somewhat after two consecutive 
wins in the opening weeks. 

Meanwhile, Langwarrin have prevailed 2-0 
in the Peninsula derby over the Frankston 
Pines at Lawton Park Reserve on Saturday. 
Second-half goals to Caleb Nicholes and 
Rados Tomic paved the way for the home 
side to take all three points, Langwarrin 
scoring their second win in as many weeks 
after three initial losses. The Pines; on 

the other hand, are already in all sorts of 
dramas with the former Premier League 
side still unable to find their maiden victory 
for 2009. 

The Bentleigh Greens have been made to 
settle for their second consecutive drawn 
game, this week by Clifton Hill, after the 
two sides were left locked at 1-1 after 90 
minutes during their game at Kevin Bartlett 
Reserve on Saturday. The match kicked off 


“a. 


State League Division One action from the peninsula derby between Langwarrin and Frankston Pines (yellow). 


at a cracking pace with constant end-to-end 
action, resulting in a goal to Clifton Hill’s 
Sam Tyrikos before being cancelled out 

by Bentleigh’s Jacob Quickenden. After 
half time the speed of the game inevitably 
slowed with fatigue setting in, though there 
were still many chances for the sides to 
break the deadlock, none managed to find 
the back of the net leaving the points to be 
split. 

Likewise, when the tenth-placed South- 
ern Stars hosted the ninth-placed Fawkner 
at Ross Reserve on Saturday afternoon, 
the game also resulted in a 1-1 draw. The 
goals came in the second half though, with 
a scoreless first half leaving both sides to 
battle out the final 45 minutes in a desper- 
ate bid to secure the crucial three points. 

While Sercan Doganay managed to score 
eventually for the Stars, it was to be of 
little consequence given the Blues put the 
game back on level terms soon after via 
Lukmon Anifaloyin’s brace. The single 
point leaves both sides in the same posi- 
tion on the ladder, though they have given 
themselves further breathing room between 
the bottom two sides and themselves. 


By Jeremy O'Neill 
Photos by Darryl Kennedy 
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SUAME LEAGME 


Langwarrin 2 (C Nicholes R 
Tomic) Frankston Pines 0, 
Southern Stars 1 (S Doganay) 
Fawkner Blues 1 (L Anifaloyin), 
Clifton Hill 1 (SG Tyrikos) 
Bentleigh Greens 1 (J Quicken- 
den), Springvale White Eagles 
0 Northcote City 2 (T Rixon D 
Archimandritis), Western Sub- 
urbs 1 Bulleen Royals 2, St 
Albans Saints 0 Pascoe Vale 1 
(M Talevski). 
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Bentleigh Greens v Western Suburbs 
Kingston Heath Soccer Complex 
Fri 8 May KO 8:00PM 


Pascoe Vale v Langwarrin 
Hosken Reserve 
Sat 9 May KO 3:00PM 


Clifton Hill v Northcote City 
Kevin Bartlett Reserve 
Sat 9 May KO 3:00PM 


Frankston Pines v Southern Stars 
Monterey Reserve 
Sat 9 May KO 7:00PM 


Fawkner Blues v Springvale WE 
CB Smith Reserve 
Sun 10 May KO 3:00PM 


Bulleen Royals v St Albans Saints 
Veneto Social Club 
Mon 11 May KO 8:15PM 


Langwarrin 3 Frankston Pines 1, 
Southern Stars 2 Fawkner Blues 3, 
Clifton Hill 1 Bentleigh Greens 3, 
Springvale White Eagles 2 Northcote 
City 1, Western Suburbs 0 Bulleen 
Royals 2, St Albans Saints 2 Pascoe 


PWODL FA PT 
Bentleigh Grns 5 4 0 1 17 4 12 
Langwarrin 5 40 117 4 12 
Fawkner Blues 5 3 2 O 11 7 11 
Western Subur 5 3 1 113 9 10 
Pascoe Vale 5 2 1 21211 7 
Bulleen Royals 3 2 015 6 6 
Frankston Pine 5 2 03 5 9 6 
Springvale WE 5 2 0 3 8 14 6 
Clifton Hill 40225 92 
Northcote City 5 0 2 3 6 14 2 
Southern Stars 3 0 12 3 8 1 
St Albans 4013 613 1 


Brunswick City 0 Thomastown Devils 0, Altona East 
Phoenix 1 (P Donnelly) Altona City 0, Werribee City 4 
(M Collins G Barbieri JC Spiteri 2) Geelong Rangers 0, 
Williamstown 0 Westgate 2 (J Porter 2), North Geelong 
Warriors 3 (C Siketa R Zadworny 2) Keilor Park 0, Bal- 
larat Red Devils 2 (S Muscat SJ Romein) Sydenham 
Park 1 (P Dimovski) 


Altona East Phoenix 
Brunswick City 
North Geelong Warriors 
Geelong Rangers 
Thomastown Devils 
Werribee City 
Williamstown 
Ballarat Red Devils 
Keilor Park 
Westgate 

Altona City 
Sydenham Park 
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Brunswick City 1 Thomastown Devils 1, Altona East 
Phoenix 1 Altona City 2, Werribee City 1 Geelong 
Rangers 2, Williamstown 0 Westgate 0, North Gee- 
long Warriors 0 Keilor Park 7, Ballarat Red Devils 5 
Sydenham Park 0 


P 
Keilor Park 5 
Ballarat Red Devils 5 
Altona City 5 
Thomastown Devils 5 
Brunswick City 5 
Geelong Rangers 5 
Sydenham Park 5 
Williamstown 5 
Werribee City 4 
Altona East Phoenix 5 
Westgate 4 
North Geelong Warriors 5 
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La Trobe University 0 Banyule City 1 (J Hussey), Lalor 
4 (S Roem D Alevizos P Romano WJ Sismanis) North 
Sunshine Eagles 0, Cairnlea 1 (N Simovski) Melbourne 
University Rangers 1 (A Fjeld), Geelong 1 (AAkin) More- 
land City 2 (P Bossio R Dinse), Hume Utd 0 Maribyrnong 
Greens 2 (A Kolakovic H Ikanovic), Westvale 1 (DJ Perri) 
Yarraville Glory 1 (H Timotheou) 


PWODL F A PT 
Hume Utd 5 40 113 6 12 
Moreland City 63209 611 
Banyule City 53118 510 
Maribyrnong Greens 53021149 
Lalor 5 22 114118 
Yarraville Glory 5212107 7 
La Trobe University 5 2.0 3 6 7-6 
Geelong 5 2.0 3:5 13-6 
Melbourne UniRangers 5 12 27 9 5 
North Sunshine Eagles 5 1 0 4 5 12 3 
Westvale 40226 8 2 
Cairnlea 4022172 


La Trobe University 1 Banyule City 2, Lalor 0 North 
Sunshine Eagles 0, Cairnlea 0 Melbourne University 
Rangers 2, Geelong 1 Moreland City 4, Hume Utd 0 
Maribyrnong Greens 1, Westvale 3 Yarraville Glory 2 
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Whittlesea Utd 0 Laverton Park 2 (C Stude 2), Lalor Utd 
0 Elwood City 1 (P Nikolakopoulos), Essendon Utd 1 (AD 
Angerami) Corio 3 (O Yilmaz N Joldzic), FC Strathmore 0 
Melbourne City 1 (R Mauna), Western Eagles 0 Northern 
Falcons 1 (M Vizzini), Sunbury Utd 0 South Yarra 0 


Sunbury Utd 
Laverton Park 
South Yarra 
Corio 
Whittlesea Utd 
Lalor Utd 
Essendon Utd 
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Elwood City 
Northern Falcons 
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Whittlesea Utd 1 Laverton Park 1, Lalor Utd 1 Elwood 
City 4, Essendon Utd 2 Corio 0, FC Strathmore 0 Mel- 
bourne City 1, Western Eagles 0 Northern Falcons 1, 
Sunbury Utd 2 South Yarra 3 


PWD _L FA PT 
Elwood City 5 40 112 5 12 
South Yarra 54019 4 12 
Essendon Utd 44007 2 12 
Melbourne City 4301849 
Laverton Park 5 22 1109 8 
Lalor Utd 62219 8 8 
Northern Falcons 5203546 
Sunbury Utd 6113574 
FC Strathmore 511316 4 
Whittlesea Utd 5 ot 13 3 11-4 
Western Eagles 6023472 
Corio 60145111 


Bell Park 1 (I Majtara) Hoppers Crossing 2 (CJ Harding 
NB Mladichek), Watsonia Heights 0 Collingwood City 3 
(F Papoutsis M Marciano B Nuka), Melbourne Tornado 2 
(A Batur L Miocic) Moreland Utd 0, North City Lions 2 (M 
Schiafone K Willmott) Darebin Utd 1 (N Assaad), West 
Preston 5 (A Freeman J Maragos S Pouniotis 3) Avon- 
dale Heights 2 (A Sacchetta L Gulliandolo), Plenty Valley 
Lions 1 (C Kirkopoulos) Epping City 2 (N Filin 2) 


PWODL F APT 
West Preston 5 320148 11 
Collingwood City 5 3 1 1115 10 
Epping City 5 3 1 1107 10 
Avondale Heights 5 3 0 2 16109 
Moreland Utd 5302869 
Hoppers Crossing 52218 8 8 
North City Lions 5212107 7 
Darebin Utd 6 4 202: B15 
Bell Park 5113 8124 
Plenty Valley Lions 5113 7154 
Watsonia Heights 503259 3 
Melbourne Tornado 5 10 4 6133 


Bell Park 3 Hoppers Crossing 2, Watsonia Heights 1 
Collingwood City 3, Melbourne Tornado 0 Moreland 
Utd 2, North City Lions 7 Darebin Utd 1, West Preston 
0 Avondale Heights 1, Plenty Valley Lions 1 Epping 
City 3 


PWODL F APT 
Epping City 5 35:0 0°16:515 
Collingwood City 5 4 1 0 14 713 
Bell Park 5 3 1 112710 
North City Lions 63021499 
Avondale Heights 5302108 9 
Watsonia Heights 5. 2. 0:3: 7 8. 6 
Moreland Utd 513.16 7 6 
Hoppers Crossing 5 1°22 7 1255 
Plenty Valley Lions 5 1 1-3. 7°11 4 
Melbourne Tornado 511359 4 
Darebin Utd 5113 7164 
West Preston 5005 5110 


Brunswick Zebras 1 (P DiLizia) Brimbank Stallions 

3 (RD Origlia SF Lopez R Cesaire), Bundoora Utd 3 
(D Bonavia 2 NS Coyle) Ascot Vale 0, Mill Park 1 (PA 
Milios) Melton 3 (M Clarke P Matusiewicz P Tzimopou- 
los), Surf Coast 3 (J Taylor MJ Roberts R Flanagan) 
Brimbank City 1 (A Kablar), Youth Utd 0 Keon Park 0, 
Upfield 2 (S Costantino HE Kakos) Keilor Wolves 2 (D 
Cilmi | Filipovski) 


PWD L FA PT 
Upfield 63201511 
Bundoora Utd 5 3 1 1 14 4 10 
Brimbank Stallions § 3119 510 
Surf Coast § 3 4 1 7.3410 
Melton 56212109 7 
Brunswick Zebras 62426 7 7 
Keilor Wolves 5 2 12 810 7 
Mill Park 5 2 12 810 7 
Youth Utd 612244 5 
Brimbank City 6.1 2-256: 6 
Ascot Vale 5 10 4 412 3 
Keon Park 5014111 1 


Brunswick Zebras 2 Brimbank Stallions 1, Bundoora 
Utd 4 Ascot Vale 0, Mill Park 1 Melton 1, Surf Coast 
1 Brimbank City 2, Youth Utd 1 Keon Park 0, Upfield 
4 Keilor Wolves 2 


PWODL F A PT 
Bundoora Utd 5 4 1 0 25 6 13 
Melton 5 3 2 0105 11 
Upfield 5 3 1 1 161010 
Brimbank City 5 3 1 1 11 8 10 
Youth Utd 5 2 2 1 1010 8 
Brunswick Zebras 5.21 2125 7 
Keilor Wolves §. 2 1-2 9 8 7 
Surf Coast §203 876 
Brimbank Stallions § 20379 6 
Mill Park 5 1 1 3 1013 4 
Ascot Vale 5 10 4 3 13 3 
Keon Park 5 00 5 1 280 


Doncaster Rovers 1 (M Santaro) Dandenong City 1 (I 
Gelemanovic), Malvern City 4 (P Madondo R Swingler 3) 
Diamond Valley Utd 5 (B Love 2 L Minopoulos 2 AJ Ham- 
mer), Casey Comets 0 South Springvale 2 (F Korkaric 2), 
Morwell Pegasus 2 (F Albanese CT Bell) Port Melbourne 
1 (D Jugovic), Heatherton Utd 4 (N Skenderevic M Kle- 
hic) Knox City 1 


Doncaster Rovers 
Diamond Valley Utd 
Malvern City 
Eastern Lions 
Port Melbourne 
Heatherton Utd 
Morwell Pegasus 
Dandenong City 
South Springvale 
Knox City 
Kingston City 
Casey Comets 
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Peninsula Strikers 4 (S Baxter N Henry 2 R Kingsley) 
Croydon City Arrows 1 (D Latimer), Noble Park Utd 2 
Southern Suburbs 5, Brandon Park 3 (S Kennedy 3) 
Springvale City 0, Waverley Wanderers 0 Nunawading 
City 0, Boroondara Eagles 1 (M Magris) Berwick City 2 (J 
Fernand OA Mejias) 


PWODLF A PT 
Springvale City 5311 8 6 10 
Southern Suburbs 5 23 010 5 9 
Brandon Park 5.221 7 58 
Peninsula Strikers 52127 °5 7¢ 
Boroondara Eagles 5-2: Al 32> BB. 7 
Nunawading City 5 13 1:63 6 
Waverley Wanderers 4130206 
Croydon City Arrows 5131466 
Berwick City 6422) 6 65 
Noble Park Utd 5 1 2 210 135 
North Caulfield 40313 5 3 
Sandringham City 3003190 


Monash University 2 (T Masinde MW Nyadzayo) Monbulk 
2 (S Bras D Adams), Old Melburnians 0 Mooroolbark 1 (K 
Coe), Mornington 4 (J Marshall C Wright) Ashburton 2 (B 
Jackson 2), Warragul Utd 1 (S Byers) Fitzroy City 3 (I Fili- 
povic HF Wootton N Jones), Endeavour Utd 4 (A Ciccarelli 
3 S Savanah) Old Camberwell Grammar 0, Old Scotch 2 (C 
Jewitt J Jewitt) Doveton 0 
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Doncaster Rovers 2 Dandenong City 3, Malvern City 1 
Diamond Valley Utd 2, Casey Comets 6 South Spring- 
vale 3, Morwell Pegasus 1 Port Melbourne 4, Heatherton 
Utd 0 Knox City 4 


PWD _L F A PT 
Port Melbourne 5 5 0 0 22 5 15 
Dandenong City 5 41015 7 13 
Knox City 440 017 1 12 
Doncaster Rovers 4301165 9 
Morwell Pegasus 522196 8 
Eastern Lions 4211103 7 
Diamond Valley Utd 5113 516 4 
Casey Comets 4103 910 3 
Malvern City 5 10 412 15 3 
Kingston City 4103 415 3 
South Springvale 5014 630 1 
Heatherton Utd 4004 214 0 


Peninsula Strikers 2 Croydon City Arrows 1, Noble Park 
Utd 1 Southern Suburbs 3, Brandon Park 2 Springvale 
City 0, Waverley Wanderers 2 Nunawading City 2, 
Boroondara Eagles 0 Berwick City 0 


PWOL F A PT 
Noble Park Utd 5 4 0 1 16 3 12 
Croydon City Arrows 5 40 1135 12 
Brandon Park So 3) 4. 119-5910 
Peninsula Strikers 5 3 1 1116 10 
Sandringham City 33° 0 0 8:3: 9 
Berwick City 5. -2..2. 11386 8 
Southern Suburbs 6 122 8125 
Nunawading City 61226115 
Waverley Wanderers 4112 3134 
North Caulfield 4022572 
Boroondara Eagles 50140111 
Springvale City 500 5 4160 


Monash University 4 Monbulk 1, Old Melburnians 1 
Mooroolbark 1, Mornington 3 Ashburton 0, Warragul Utd 0 
Fitzroy City 1, Endeavour Utd 1 Old Camberwell Grammar 
2, Old Scotch 0 Doveton 1 


PWODL F A PT 
Monash University 5 4 1 0 10 3 13 
Old Camberwell Grammar 5 3 2 0 10 5 11 
Mornington Si 3) 2 10°85 314 
Old Melburnians 4211105 7 
Old Scotch 4211437 
Doveton 52°42: 6 7 7 
Endeavour Utd & 2.0 13°11 9: -6 
Mooroolbark 5131436 
Fitzroy City 5 2° 0: 3.62106 
Ashburton 511377 4 
Warragul Utd 560143121 
Monbulk 5014 4161 


Rowville Eagles 1 (M Voinea) Dandenong Sparrows 6 (T 
Ithier DE Schulberg 3 D Ithier JG Castel), Carrum Utd 3 
(A Raiz 2 M Cordoma) Berwick Kings 1 (D Blanusa), Lyn- 
dale Utd 6 (R Roslan P Hanna G Murray 2 MC Johnson 
2) White Star Dandenong 0, Old Brighton Grammarians 
3 (J Foschini 3) Whitehorse Utd 2 (C Bacalis L Marrone), 
Riversdale 2 (R Halliday 2) Old Carey 1 (N Mote), Beau- 
maris 3 (DM Cappellari 2 G D’Imperio) Caulfield Cobras 
1 (A lliopoulos) 


PWODL F APT 
Dandenong Sparrows 5 5 0 0 27 4 15 
Lyndale Utd 5 40 118 4 12 
Carrum Utd 5 3 1 1 15 1110 
Old Brighton Grammarian 5 3 1 1 11 9 10 
Riversdale 5 3 1 1 10 13:10 
Beaumaris 5 21210 8 7 
Old Carey 61139104 
Whitehorse Utd 65113 510 4 
Berwick Kings 34 00-27 10'S 
White Star Dandenong 410 3 422 3 
Rowville Eagles § 02.3.7 17% 2 
Caulfield Cobras 400449 0 


Glen Waverley 1 (P Kelly) Bayside Argonauts 0, Meadow 
Park Eagles 6 (MS Chiera RP Plochino B Staines 3 BS 
Macdonald) Endeavour Hills 1 (K Evenor), East Bentleigh 
1 (S Kapogiannatos) Uni. of Melbourne 5 (M Cosmano P 
Traianedes K Nakada RM Spiller A King), Keysborough 

2 (M Juricic J Viegas) Seaford Utd 1 (BAAgirtan), Old 
Trinity Grammarians 1 (TW Didenko) Brighton 0, Eltham 
North 2 (D Oehme BW Mulcahy) Noble Park 2 (B Ciric 2) 


PWOL F A PT 
Keysborough 5 3 1 1137 10 
Old Trinity Grammarians 5 3 1 1 161210 
Brighton 6302749 
Uni. of Melbourne 3210947 
Glen Waverley 5 2 1 21011 7 
Noble Park 5212 914 7 
Bayside Argonauts 3201716 
Meadow Park Eagles 42028 46 
Seaford Utd 5203666 
East Bentleigh 5113 814 4 
Eltham North 4022 411 2 
Endeavour Hills 3.00 3 514 0 


"DON’T WANT YOU TO HAVE 


Rowville Eagles 0 Dandenong Sparrows 2, Carrum Utd 
3 Berwick Kings 0, Lyndale Utd 4 White Star Dandenong 
0, Old Brighton Grammarians 1 Whitehorse Utd 0, Riv- 
ersdale 2 Old Carey 0, Beaumaris 1 Caulfield Utd 2 
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Riversdale 

Lyndale Utd 

Old Carey 

Caulfield Utd 

Old Brighton Grammarians 
Dandenong Sparrows 
Beaumaris 

Berwick Kings 

White Star Dandenong 
Carrum Utd 
Whitehorse Utd 
Rowville Eagles 
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Glen Waverley 0 Bayside Argonauts 0, Meadow Park 
Eagles 1 Endeavour Hills 2, East Bentleigh 2 Uni. of 
Melbourne 1, Keysborough 1 Seaford Utd 1, Old Trin- 
ity Grammarians 4 Brighton 0, Eltham North 0 Noble 
Park 0 


PWODLFE A PT 
East Bentleigh 5 4 0 1 10 2 12 
Old Trinity Grammarians 5 4 0 1 12 7 12 
Bayside Argonauts 43 10133 10 
Glen Waverley § 2.3.0 9 7 9 
Seaford Utd & 2.4 -2: 6 6.7 
Keysborough 5 Se 1 O 76 
Meadow Park Eagles 4202546 
Endeavour Hills 41219135 
Noble Park 60326113 
Brighton 5 02 3 3102 
Eltham North 4013 4131 
Uni. of Melbourne 3003250 


All matches to be played on Saturday 9th 
May with 3pm KO unless otherwise stated. 


STATE NW 2 

Thomastown Devils v Altona East Phoenix 
Epping Soccer Stadium Fri 8 May KO 8:30PM 
Keilor Park v Ballarat Red Devils 

Keilor Park Reserve 

Sydenham Park v Brunswick City 

Keilor Lodge Reserve 

Geelong Rangers v Williamstown 

Myers Reserve 

Altona City v Werribee City 

HC Kim Reserve 

Westgate v North Geelong Warriors 
Ardeer Reserve Sat 9 May KO 7:00PM 


STATE SE 2 

Port Melbourne v Doncaster Rovers 
SS Anderson Reserve Fri 8 May KO 8:30PM 
Eastern Lions v Heatherton Utd 
Gardiners Creek Reserve 

Dandenong City v Kingston City 
Frank Holohan Soccer Reserve 

Knox City v Diamond Valley Utd 
Egan Lee Reserve 

South Springvale v Morwell Pegasus 
Warner Reserve 

Malvern City v Casey Comets 
Kooyong Reserve No. 3 


STATE NW 3 

Maribyrnong Greens v Westvale 
Skinner Reserve 

Moreland City v Hume Utd 

Campbell Reserve 

Yarraville Glory v La Trobe University 
Mclvor Reserve 

Melbourne University Rangers v Geelong 
Princes Park (Parkville) 

North Sunshine Eagles v Cairnlea 
Larissa Reserve 

Banyule City v Lalor 

Yallambie Park Reserve 


STATE SE 3 

Nunawading City v Boroondara Eagles 
Mahoneys Road Reserve 

Springvale City v Waverley Wanderers 
Ross Reserve 

Berwick City v Peninsula Strikers 

Jack Thomas Reserve 

Southern Suburbs v Sandringham City 
Keeley Park 

Croydon City Arrows v Noble Park Utd 
Dorset Recreational Reserve 

North Caulfield v Brandon Park 
Caulfield Park Sun 10 May KO 3:00PM 


PROVI NW 1 

Western Eagles v Sunbury Utd 
Polish Sports & Rec. Centre 
Melbourne City v Northern Falcons 
Edwards Reserve 

South Yarra v Laverton Park 
Fawkner Park 

Corio v FC Strathmore 

Hume Reserve, Geelong North 
Elwood City v Essendon Utd 
Elwood Park 

Whittlesea Utd v Lalor Utd 
Thomas Street Recreation Res. 


PROVI SE 1 

Old Camberwell Grammar v Old Scotch 
Deepdene Park 

Fitzroy City v Endeavour Utd 
Fairfield Park 

Doveton v Monash University 
Waratah Reserve 

Ashburton v Warragul Utd 
Ashburton Park 

Mooroolbark v Mornington 
Esther Park Reserve 

Monbulk v Old Melburnians 
Monbulk Recreation Reserve 


PROVI NW 2 

Avondale Heights v Plenty Valley Lions 
Doyle Street Reserve 

Darebin Utd v West Preston 

Mayer Park 

Epping City v Bell Park 

Duffy Street Reserve 

Moreland Utd v North City Lions 
Moomba Park Reserve 

Watsonia Heights v Melbourne Tornado 
Gabonia Reserve 

Hoppers Crossing v Collingwood City 
Grange Reserve 


PROVI SE 2 

Old Carey v Beaumaris 

Carey Sports Complex Wilcox Field 

Old Brighton Grammarians v Riversdale 
Dendy Park 

Caulfield Cobras v Rowville Eagles 
Victory Park 

White Star Dandenong v Whitehorse Utd 
Greaves Reserve 

Berwick Kings v Lyndale Utd 

Betula Park 

Dandenong Sparrows v Carrum Utd 
Fotheringham Reserve 


PROVI NW 3 

Keon Park v Upfield 

JC Donath Reserve 

Brimbank City v Youth Utd 

Selwyn Park 

Keilor Wolves v Brunswick Zebras 
Green Gully Reserve No.4 

Ascot Vale v Mill Park 

Fairbairn Park 

Brimbank Stallions v Bundoora Utd 
Italo-Australian Social Club 

Melton v Surf Coast 

MacPhersons Park Sat 9 May 09 7:00PM 


PROVI SE 3 

Eltham North v Brighton 

Eltham North Reserve 

Seaford Utd v Old Trinity Grammarians 
North Seaford Reserve 

Noble Park v Glen Waverley 

Norman Luth Reserve 

Uni. of Melbourne v Keysborough 
Princes Park (Parkville) 

Endeavour Hills v East Bentleigh 
Power Reserve 

Bayside Argonauts v Meadow Park Eagles 
Shipston Reserve 


